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PAINTING THE SEA
DENiZI BOYAMAK

MELIKE ASLI SAHINSDY

Carol Thompson, Wisconsin'de sanat kariyerine basladiginda daha cocuk yaslardaydi. Cevresini resimledigi,
yerel sanat yarismalarina katilchgi, olkul yayinlar icin gizimler yaptigi ve bir giin *“*iinlii bir sanatg1” olma hayal-
leri kurdugu Wisconsin'in enun hayatinda cok énemli bir yeri var,

Carol Thompson was a child in Wisconsin when she began her art career. Wisconsin has a very important
part in her life since it is the place where she sketched her surroundings, entered local art contests, did
artwork for school publications and dreamed of one day becaming a “famous artist",

unda gergeleten basarili da oldu. Evienip bir aile kurdulctan

B sonrd sulu bova ve yadl) boya resme véneldi, Bu malzemele-
ri kullanarak peyzal, deniz manzaras), portre, gigekler, na
tirmort gibi gegitll konularda gergekel, yar) soyut ve impresyonist
tarzda [nceleme ve denemelere bagladi,

Birkag yilimi Kuzeybati sahillerinl odzlemleverek gegiren Thomp-
san, denizden biyllenmeye bagladi, 1978 yil baglarinda da tm
cabalar), yalmzea bu kanu dzerine yodunlasti. Okyanus ruhunun
bir pargas haline oelmistl. Tuval Ozerine ik, derinlik ve hareket
yansitmada ustalilc kazandi.

“Benim gorevim okyanusu boyamal. Suyun 15idim, rengini ve ha-
reketini, yani neredeyse tuzlu havay) taimak, rozgarin surkledigi

052 uLusiaBARAST DENIZ v TICAR W 2

he suceeeded indeed, It was not untif 1971, after being mar-
ried and having a family, that she vertured into
watercalor and ofl painting. At this time, she began
studying and experimenting with these media and with various
spbfects to Include landscapes, marinescapes, portrails,
florals, and still-lifes, using realistic, semi-abstract, and
impressionistic styles.

She spent several years observing the Northwest beaches,
Starting with the chservation, she developed a fascination for
the sea. Early in 1978, all of her efforts became dedicated to
this one subject. The ocean had become a part aof her soul. She
became adept at conveying the Hllusion of light, depth, and
MOVEMEnT an Canvas.

“My task is to paint the ocean. It is to regresent the light, color,
and movement of the water so believally, that you could almost
taste the salt afr: feel the wind driven mist; hear the roar of the
waves,; and fmagine that if you laoked away, that when vou
looked back the wave wouwld have crashed and gane!”, Carol

Thompson says,
THE REALIZATION OF A CHILDHOOD DREAM

Could you please briefly explain yourself to us and how did
you start painting?

I have had artistic ability since | was a child, My mother trained
me to capture what | cowld see and transfer It to paper or
canvas. In school | always asked for prajects that would show my
creative side,



uduyu hissetmel:, dalgalarn gambortbsind duymak ve hbir ara
uzaklara baktiktan sonra geri déndladnizde o dalganin garpip
gitmis oldugunu gormelk kadar inanilir bir szldilde resmetmek!"
divar Carel Thompson.

BIR COCUKLUK HAYALININ GERCEKLESMES|

Bize kendinizi lisaca anlatabilir misiniz? Resme nasil
bagladimz?

Cocuklugumdan beri sanata yetene@im vardi. Annem gérdddim
her seyi yakalama, kadit veya tuval Ozerine aktarma konusunda
heni egittl, Okuldayken bu yaratic tarafimi gisterecek projeleri
ustlenmek istedim hep.

SANAT // ART

For how fang have you been painting the sea? What was the
main inspiration behind?

I have been excited about the sea since I first saw it The
inspiration to paint {t was the fascination of a sulject that was
constantly moving and changing, | wanted to capture that
“teeling” of motion.

! began painting the sea in 1972, The first time [ saw the ocean,
I ran into it ug to my knees and tasted it to see if it was really
salty! It was! It is! | knew then that this constantly moving, ever
chanaing, always and farever, subject cowld be my cholce to
partray in offs on canvas.

I had always dreamed of going West to see the ocean. As a child
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Me zamandir denizi resmediyorsunuz? Bunun ardindaki ana
esin kaynagi neydi?

Denizi daha ik girdigumden bu vana beni hep gol heyecanlandir
migtir, Ohu resmetme konusundaki esin kavnadm, stirekll hareket
eden ve dedisen bir varlidin cazibesivdi. Hareket duygusunu yaka-
lamak istedim.

Denizi gizmeye 1972 ywilinda basladim. Okyanusu itk gbrdG80m gin
dizlerimin Ostlne gllip gergekten tuzlu clup clmadiding anlamal;
igin tading baktim! Tuzluydu! Tuzlu! O zaman bu durmadan hare-
ket eden, sireldi dedigen ve ebediven de oyle olacak varlidi, yadli bo-
ya [le tuval Ozerine dbkecedim konu olaral segmeye larar verdim,

Her zaman Bati'va aldip akvanusu gormey] hayal ederdim. Wiscon-
sin'de daha cocukken bat yaninde ufulta toplanan bulutiar seyre-
der ve deniz kiyisindan celip celmediklerini merak eder dururdum.,
&0 yillarin ortalarinda esim ve ben Las Vegas, Nevada'dak! evi-
mizden Seattle‘daki allesini zivarete giderdik., Yolda Cregon‘dan
gecerken hayatimda Ik defa okyanusu gdrdim. Caolk etkllenmistim.
“Girleyip" duruyor ancal, higbir zaman lkiyiy su iginde birakmm-
yordu! O geniz denen fenomeni incelemeye basladim.

Hangi denizlerin resmini yaptimiz? Bundan sonraki planimz
nedir?

Florida‘dan Atias Qkyanusw'nu, Alaska‘dan Kalifarniya'va, Hawa-
li've kadar da Bilydk Okyanus'u gizdim. Avrupa ve Avustralyva'yva
da gidip 0 sularin vizyonunud almay) Gmit edivarun,

Genelde ne gibi bir migteri profiline sahipsiniz? Resimlerinizi
en cok kimler aliyor?

Misteriierim genelde aliul &gretmenlerinden girket yaneticllering
kadar genls bir yelpazeye yayilivor, Her yagtan insan var aralarin-
da. Fiyatlar ise 3,500 dolar lle 30,000 dolar arasinda dedigivor.
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in Wisconsin [ would watch the clouds gather from the western
harfzan and wonder if they had come from the seacoast. In the
mid 60 my husband and 1 dreve from our home in Las Vegas,
Nevada to wisit his parents in Seattle. It as on our way through
Oregon that | saw the ocean for the first time. | was impressed!
it kept "relling In" but never inundated the share! | started to
study the phenomenon that was the sea,

Which seas have you painted? What will be your next plan?

I bave painted the Atlantic from Flerida and the Pacific from
Alaska to Califormia to Hawaii. [ hope fo visit Europe and
Australia to get the vision of those waters.

What kind of a customer profile do you have? Who buys
your paintings mostly?

My custarmers for original artwork are a range of people from
schoo! feachers to business executives. They are both men and
wernen of all ages, The price ranges from $3,500 to $30,000,

To know that others want to cwn the paintings 1 have created, is
my lang term joy.

Can we say “you are addicted to the sea"? What do you feel
about it?

Addicted to the sea? Well, perhiaps enthralled by the prospect of
being abile to visit the seashore and re-acouafnt mysel/f with the
awesame beauty of the ocean before me.

Thowugh | may experiment with other media, and ather subjects,
the many maoods of the salty, "forever” ocean beckans me home,
I will always paint the sea.

How do you paint? How is your technigue? Do you have some
priorities that you say “everything should be in order or it
should be done in this order, first the ohservation and
then...etc.”?



Ortaya gikartrmiy oldugum eserlere sahip abmak isteven birilerinin
oldugunu bilmek benim igin blydk bir keyif.

“Denize tuthkun" oldugunuzu soyleyebilir miyiz? Bu konuda
ne hissediyorsunuz?

Denize tutkun olimak m? Belki de deniz kiyisina gidip dnumde
uzanan ckyanusun olagandstd adzelliginl yeniden Igime lglevenll-
me dmidl benl blyllGyordur,

Bashka araclar ve baska konularda denemeler yapsam da; o tuzlu,
“sgnsuz' alkyanus benl gerl cadiriyor. Ben her zaman denizi glze-
cegim,

Resmi nasil giziyorsunuz? Telnidiniz nedir? ““Her seyin bir si-
rasi olmall veya bu sirada yapilmal, once gozlem ardindan...,
vh." dediginiz dncelildleriniz var mi?

Bog hir tuvalle baslayip gizmel Istedidim resmi hayalimde canlan-
diririmm, Sonra tek renk boya ile ana kompezisyonun bir eskizini
gizerim, Ardindan iletmek istedigim renk ve ruh haletine karar
verlrim. Géleylzd fle baslar, asadl dodru devam ederlm. Resmin
tamaminda aym renk dizeninl kullamrm. Kayalardan akan su ve
kiplk desenleri gibl detaylar) en son giziyerum,

Gergekei bir perspektiften giziyorsunuz, degil mi?

Gercekgi luminizm g ile clzivorum. Denizi, bir fotodrafmis gibi
girinecelk sekilde gizmewe, ancak yine de bir ressamin elinden
gikmis gibi gdrinmesine gabalivorum, Luminizm, resim sanki ige-
riden aydinlatifiyermus gibl 15191 yakalamaktir,

Denizin yani sira bagka ne tiir resimler yapiyorsunuz?

Denizl her zaman yadl boya (e resmedivorum, Ancak san zamarn-
larda sulu boya, paste| ve guag gibl malzemelerle giftlilk manzara-
lar1, hayvaniar, kir manzaralari, endlstriye]l manzaralar ve daha
hirgok konuda resimler yaptim,

Unutamadigimiz bir ammiz var mi?

Okyanusla ilgill amiarim iginde, Oregon’da renklerin gergek ola-
mayacak kadar canli gérindidi bir ginbatimin asla unitamaya-
cagim, 0 anl akhimda kalan hayaliyle gizdim ve acdim da *Muhte
sem Glnbatimi!* koydum.

Diinyaca taminrmig hir sanatg) almak nasil bir duygu?

Bitln dinyada tamnmak daha kiglk bir coculkken sahlp oldudum
“hir gln dunyaca unld bir sanatg) olmak®” hayalimin gergeklesme-
sidir, Bu Benim Igin sen derece mitevazi bir deneyim.

Gelecekten ne bekliyorsunuz? Orta ve uzun vadeli planlariniz
nedir?

Gelecek planlarim resme devam etmek ve buna anitsal resimler| de
eklemek. Farkli iklimlerin, denizin renk ve gdrinamiinig nasi| de-
gistirdigini gérmek igin daha fazla seyahat etmeyi Istivorum, Web
siterni -gncelleme ve gelistirmeye de devam edecedim. B
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[ begin with a blank camvas and
isualfize® the scene | want to
paint. I then sketch lightly, with
& maonotone paint, the major
composition, Then | decide which
color and mood | want to
convey, Then I begin with the
sky and work toward the bottom,
| use the same color scheme
throughout the entive piece. The
details such as water running off
rock and foam patterns are
completed [ast,

You paint with a realist
perspective right?

! paint realistic luminism,

{ strive to paint the sea with
the fdea that it may fook like
a photagraph, but still be
‘mairterly’. Luminism is to
capture the Iight as though the
painting Is it fram within,

Besides sea, what other kinds
of paintings do you have?

I will always paint the sea in oil.
Recently, however, I have been
painting other subjects with
watercolor, pastel, and gouache,
to include farm scenes, animals,
landscapes, Industrial scenes,
and rmore.

Do you have a memory which you cannot forget?

Of all the memories [ have of the ocean, 1 will always remember
a sunset in Oregon when the celors wers so vivid it seemed
unreal. | painted the scene from my memory and titled it "What
A Sunset!",

How does it feel to be a well known worldwide artist?

Being known worldwide is the realization of my childhood dream
to "one day becorme & famous artist”, It is a humbling experience
for which I am truly grateful.

What do you expect from the future? What kind of mid and
fong term plans do you have?

My futtire plan is to continue painting te include monumental
paintings. I would (ke to do more travelling to see how different
climates change { ar not change! the calois and the aspects of the
sea, L will be cantinuing to upgrade and refine my internet site. B
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