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SEAFARERS COME TOGETHER ON
TRADITIONAL FISH DAY

GELENEKSEL BALIK GÜNÜNDE DEN‹ZC‹LER B‹RARAYA GELD‹

The annual “Fish Day” event organized by Istanbul

Technical University (ITU), Maritime Faculty

brought together the old and new students of the

faculty, as well as the leading maritime doyens of

the country. 

‹stanbul Teknik Üniversitesi (‹TÜ) Denizcilik 

Fakültesi'nin geleneksel olarak her y›l gerçeklefltiri-

len “Bal›k Günü” etkinli¤i fakültenin eski ve yeni

ö¤rencilerinin yan› s›ra denizcilik sektörünün önde

gelen duayen isimlerini de bir araya getirdi.

U
laflt›rma Bakan› Binali Y›ld›r›m'›n yan› s›ra üniversite-
nin Rektörü Prof. Dr. Muhammed fiahin, eski millet-
vekili ve ‹MEAK Deniz Ticaret Odas› (DTO) Meclis

Baflkan› Cengiz Kaptano¤lu, DTO yetkilileri, denizcilik sektö-
rü temsilcileri, kaptanlar, mühendisler ve okul ö¤rencileri 
törene kat›ld›. 

Fakülte yöneticilerinin ö¤rencilere yat›l› hizmet vermek için 
talep etti¤i yurdun büyük k›sm›n›n tamamlanmas› ö¤renci ve
yöneticiler aras›nda sevinç uyand›rd›. Büyük bir bölümü deniz-
cili¤in duayen isimlerinin katk›lar›yla tamamlanan yurdun ge-
lecek y›la yetifltirilmesi planlan›yor. Akademisyenlerin yan›nda
Ulaflt›rma Bakan› Binali Y›ld›r›m da etkinli¤e kat›larak ö¤ren-
cilere tavsiyelerde bulundu. Bakan Y›ld›r›m, “Her fley okulda
ö¤renilmiyor. Gerçek denizci olmak ancak denizlerde Türk bay-
ra¤›n› dalgaland›rmakla oluyor.” dedi.

Denizcilik Fakültesi Dekan› Prof.Dr. Nil Güler, 125 y›ll›k ve
hatta 150 y›ll›k bir e¤itim kurumu olan fakültenin e¤itimin ge-
rekleri olan ve uluslararas› bir seviyeye yükseltilmesi amac›yla
2002-2009 y›llar› aras›nda  bir çok altyap› kazand›r›ld›¤›n› be-
lirtti. Bunlar›n aras›nda simülatör merkezi, e¤itim havuzu,
mendirek ve iskeleler ile son olarak ta Hamit Naci Seyir ve
E¤itim Kulesini sayd›. Deniz Harp Okulu, Tersaneler ve ‹TÜ

T
he ceremony was attended in by the Turkish Minister of
Transport Binali Yildirim, University's Rector Prof. Dr.
Muhammed Sahin, ex-MP and IMEAK Chamber of

Shipping Assembly Chairman Cengiz Kaptanoglu, Executives
of the Chamber of Shipping, leading figures from the 
maritime industry, masters, engineers and school students. 

Students and directors of the faculty were very happy to hear
that a large portion of the dormitory, which was requested by
the faculty directors for provision of boarding education, was
completed. The dormitory, a large portion of which is
constructed with contributions from maritime doyens, is
scheduled to be completed next year. In addition to the
academicians, the Turkish Minister of Transport Binali
Yildirim also participated in the event and made
recommendations to students. Minister Yildirim said: 
“Not everything can be learned at school. You can be a real
seafarer only if you fly the Turkish flag on seven seas.” 

Prof. Dr. Nil Guler, Dean of the Maritime Faculty, stated that
the infrastructure of the faculty, which was established some
125 years, even 150 years, was improved to a large extent to
enable it to rise to an international level between 2002 and
2009. Guler said among these were a simulator center,



education pool, breakwaters and quays, as well as the Hamit
Naci Navigation and Training Tower. She also said that, the
Naval Academy, Shipyards and the ITU Maritime Faculty
made considerable contributions to develop a “Maritime City
Tuzla” image not only on national level but also on
international level. The Dean stated that there were no places
other than Tuzla that was more suitable for the “Maritime
Innovation Center” project that was unveiled at this year's
successful transportation council. 

In his speech he delivered at the ceremony, Turkish Minister
of Transport Binali Yildirim reminded that the most
important problem that was brought up during last year's fish
day was the dormitory need of the faculty, and stated that
they were very happy to have begun construction of the same.
Yildirim said, “Although it was stipulated to be completed
within 270 days in the contract, the dormitory will be
completed and delivered by next academic year. The new
facility will provide accommodation opportunities to some
630 students. If we have 800 students, and if we deduct those
who live in Istanbul, then the faculty will return to its
boarding school days.” 

“Not everything can be learned at school. You can be a real
seafarer only if you fly the Turkish flag on seven seas. You
can be a real seafarer if you can take your ship to ports safe
and sound through stormy weathers of the seas. You can be
called a seafarer without gaining this experience, but you
would be individuals who are seafarers without even seeing
the sea! All these investments are made considering that all
graduates will work on the sea. You should serve as an
unlimited officer minimum 5 years, and preferably 9 years,
and remain working at sea. Only then you would be
considered to have really served the shipping industry of this
country. You have the opportunity to serve your country in
these fields. Receiving education in such a special
international field but then continuing your career in a
completely different field is purely a waste of resources. 
As I always express on every occasion, I just want to remind
this to our young seafarer candidates once more. I want to
share this with you,” continued the Minister. Minister
Yildirim also emphasized that they increased the number of
vocational schools related to both shipping and shipbuilding
from 6 to 50 within the last 7 years. 

Pointing out to the fact that they experienced problems with
respect to finding training ships, Turkish Minister of
Transport said they would do their best to provide a training
ship to the students of the faculty. “But, I just want you to
promise me: you will face not the land but the sea once you
graduate,” concluded the Minister. 

Denizcilik Fakültesi olarak  “Denizcilik Kenti Tuzla” imaj›na

s›rf ulusal ölçekte de¤il uluslararas› ölçekte de büyük katk› sa¤-

lad›klar›n› söyledi. Dekan, bu sene yap›lan ve çok baflar›l› ge-

çen ulaflt›rma fluras›nda AR-GE ile ilgili ortaya ç›kan  “Deniz-

cilik ‹novasyon Merkezi” projesi için Tuzla kadar uygun baflka

bir mekan olmad›¤›n› belirtti.

Ulaflt›rma Bakan› Binali Y›ld›r›m ise konuflmas›nda; geçen y›l-

ki bal›k gününde bahsedilen sorunlardan en önemlisinin fakül-

tenin bir yurt ihtiyac› oldu¤unu hat›rlatarak, bugün bu yurdun

inflas›na bafllamaktan ötürü mutlu olduklar›n› ifade ederek,

“Sözleflmede 270 gün yazsa da gelecek ö¤retim y›l›na her fle-

yiyle bitmifl olarak teslim edilecek, 630 ö¤rencimiz burada ba-

r›nacak. Demek ki 800 ö¤rencimiz varsa ‹stanbul'da evlerine

gidenleri ç›kar›rsak  tamam› burada konaklayabilecek, böylece

denizcilik fakültesi o eski yat›l› günlerine dönmüfl olacak.” flek-

linde konufltu. 

“Her fley okulda ö¤renilmiyor. Gerçek denizci olabilmek ancak

denizlerde, 7 denizde Türk Bayra¤›n› dalgaland›rmakla oluyor.

Denizlerin f›rt›nal› havalar›n getirdi¤i zorluklarda gemilerin

sa¤ salim selametle limanlara yanaflt›rmakla oluyor. Bu tecrü-

beyi kazanmadan ad›n›z denizci olur ama denizi görmeden de-

nizcilik yapan insanlar olursunuz. Bizim istedi¤imiz bu de¤il.

Bütün yat›r›m buradan ç›kan mezunlar›m›z›n denize gitmesi.

En az 5 sene tercihen 9 sene uzak yol zabitli¤ini alarak deniz-

de kalmas›d›r. O zaman bu ülkeye, bu ülke denizcili¤ine gerçek-

ten hizmet etmifl olacaks›n›z. Aksi halde baflka bir okula da gi-

debilirdiniz. Bu alanlarda da ülkene hizmet etme imkân› var.

Böylesine özel özellik isteyen farkl› bir sektörde, uluslararas›

özelli¤i olan bir sektörde e¤itim görüp, çal›flma hayat›n›z› ta-

mamen farkl› bir alanda geçirmek aç›kças› çok büyük bir kay-

nak israf›d›r. Ben bunu her vesileyle oldu¤u gibi bugün burada

tekrar genç denizci adaylar›m›za bir kez daha hat›rlatmak isti-

yorum. Bu bilgileri sizinle paylaflmak istiyorum.” diye konuflan

Bakan Y›ld›r›m, son 7 y›l içerisinde denizcilikle ilgili gerek ge-

mi inflaat› gerekse denizcili¤in di¤er konular› ile ilgili meslek

okullar›n›, liseden meslek yüksek okuluna 6'dan 50'ye ç›kartt›k-

lar›n› vurgulad›. 

E¤itim gemisi s›k›nt›s› çektiklerini vurgulayan ö¤rencilere yö-

nelik olarak gerçek anlamda çal›flan bir e¤itim gemisi için de

bizzat gere¤ini yapaca¤›n› ifade eden Y›ld›r›m, “Ancak sizden

de bir söz istiyorum: Gençler mezun olunca yüzünüzü karaya

de¤il denize döneceksiniz.” fleklinde konufltu. 
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