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s a matter of fact, Izmir has a quite significant
A position in shipping, but this fact has not heen well
seen by those who are ignorant of this sector. Those
who involve in shipping do not consider Izmir as a
maritime city either. What are your views about this
matter? In what position should Izmir be in your opinion?

Izmir should be a maritime city, and work hard to achieve this.
In order for it to become a maritime city, number of people
who earn their bread from this industry should increase. For
example, there should be more sea transportation activities.
Take for example Istanbul; Istanbul is like an island with its
Asian and European sides. On the other hand, Izmir is rather
a peninsula; you have the chance to get to Uckuyular from
Karsiyaka by land. In my opinion, we should focus on this idea.
Sea transportation services should be provided from Izmir to
the peninsula. It should be possible to continue using sea
transport facilities after reaching specific points on land. It has
many advantages. It would allow people to get to any point in
Izmir without suffering the stress of road traffic.

For example, there are many people living all the year round in
the area up to Cesme. These people should have the
opportunity to get to Urla with their automobiles and then
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! zmir ashinda denizcilikte cok
onemli bir konumda ancak
denizciligi iyi bilmeyen hirimler

tarafindan kavranmis degil. De-
nizciler de Izmir’i denizci kenti
olarak diisiinmiiyor. Bu dogrultu-
daki fikirlerinizi alahilir miyiz?
izmir sizin goziiniizde hangi ko-
numda olmali?

izmir bir denizci kent olmali ve ol-
mak icin de calismali. Denizci kent
olmak icin denizden ekmedini kaza-
nan kisilerin cogalmasi gerekir.
Mesela deniz yolcu tagimacihiginin
daha fazla olmasi gerekir. Istanbul
ornedini verecek olursak, istanbul
iki yakasi ile bir ada gibi. Izmir ise
bir yarimada, Karsiyaka’dan ngu—
yular’a karayolu ile gegilebilme san-
si var. Bence bu fikre yogunlasma-
miz gerekir. Neden yarimadaya Iz-
mir‘den bir ulagim imkani olmasin.
Karadan belli bir yere kadar gelip,

We had an interview with
Mr. Geza Dologh, Izmir
Branch Chairman of the
IMEAK Chamber of
Shipping, who has heen
involved in the shipping
industry for many years
and pioneered
establishment of Arkas
Shipping with his
schoolmate Lucien Arkas,
about Izmir, a city that
has great potentials in
shipping but has
somewhat heen left
behind the curtains.

Yillarini denizcilige
vermis, okul arkadasi
Lucien Arkas’in yaninda
Arkas Denizcilik’in
kurulmasina dnciiliik
etmis, IMEAK Deniz
Ticaret Odasi Izmir Sube
Bagkani Geza Dologh ile
denizcilikte potansiyeli
oldukca fazla olan ancak
nispeten perde arkasinda
kalan izmir iizerine
goristiik.



continue with ferries. Instead of trying to find parking places for
their cars, they can go back their home easily.

First of all, we need to understand the point of view towards sea
transport. Unfortunately, we are not a maritime nation. There slight
progress, but it is not enough. We need to educate our people in
order to be able to create a maritime nation, and we should begin
instilling the maritime culture at very young ages. We should focus
on how much we can make use of the seas.

In my opinion, those who live in coastal areas have always seen the
sea as a waste box for many years. We used Gulf of Izmir as a
cesspit. As a matter of fact, the nature is a great forgiver. Today,
people started fishing along the coast in Kordonboyu. Those involve
in shipping has very important roles to play in raising awareness of
people and to make young people love the seas. We need to teach
the people of Izmir that seas are an economy in addition to being a
pleasure. Whenever I am invited to social gatherings, I am doing my
best to tell everyone that shipping means less money and
environmental pollution.

IZMIR: A NATURAL PORT CITY

We should be closer to the sea. We cannot sea a sailboat in the Gulf
of Izmir even in summer. We have organized Ataturk Sailing Races
for the last 4 years on November 10. Because there are no marinas
here, the races will be held in Urla this year. We always celebrate
special occasions and national holidays on land. We had a trial
celebration on sea on September 9 this year, but we will organize
celebrations on the sea as well as on land on October 29. We are the
owners of these seas, and we will always fly our flag on our seas.
Thus, we aim to make people love the seas more.

As Chamber of Shipping, we decided to participate in exhibitions
relating to the sea tourism. I attended the Ghent exhibition one
month ago, and I delivered a speech about Alsancak Port there.
Before my speech, I introduced the Turkish maritime industry, and it
aroused the interest of the audience largely. Because, they did not
know how much the maritime industry in Turkey had developed.
Further development of the Turkish maritime industry would provide
great contributions to our country. Because, the maritime industry is
not so big in the world as well. I am very much hopeful that we can
secure our share in this market.

Izmir is a port city in terms of its natural location, and convenient
for operations all the year round. Alsancak Port should develop and
maintain its existence. New ports should also be established,
because trade volume increases.

Izmir Port is within the scope of privatization and its
privatization has been late. What can you say about this
matter?

Izmir Port was privatized some 28 months ago, but it has not been
transferred yet. Because the case came to an end only 15 days ago,
the Privatization Administration finally invited the contractor. They
have 25 day’s time; they will either sign the contract or extend the
time once again. In my opinion, privatization of the port will mean
its survival. Because ports are places of business that operate for 24
hours all the year round, speed of government agencies would never
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denizden devam edilebilmeli. Bunun bir cok avantaji var. izmir'e
gelen bir kisinin yol stresi olmadan ¢ok daha huzurlu bir sekilde ulas-
masl| saglanmis olur.

Ornegin, Cesme’ye kadar olan bélgede artik yaz-kis yasayan insanlar
var. Onlar araclari ile Urla’ya kadar gelip gemi ile devam edebilmeli-
ler. Araglari igin park yeri sikintisi cekeceklerine islerini hallettikten
sonra rahatca geri donebilirler.

ilk olarak denize bakis acisinin algilanmasi lazim. Maalesef biz
denizci bir millet degiliz. Bu konuda biraz ilerleme var ama yeter-
li degil. Denizci Ulkeyi yaratabilmemiz igin milletimizi egitmemiz
lazim ama denizi anlatmaya cok kiicik yaslardan baslamamiz
gerekir. Denizden daha ne kadar fazla faydalanabiliriz konusuna
ybnelmemiz sart.

Kiyisinda yasayanlar igin deniz, bence ¢ép kutusu olarak gérildi yil-
larca. [zmir Korfezi’ni yillarca foseptik olarak kullandik. Doga aslin-
da biyik bir affedici. Artik insanlarimiz Kordonboyu’nda balik tut-
maya basladi. Bu konudaki bilinglenmeyi saglamak ve genclere deni-
zi sevdirmek icin biz denizcilere cok is distiyor. Denizin keyiften ote
bir ekonomi oldugunu izmirliye 6§retmemiz lazim. Cesitli sosyal kliip-
lere davet edildigimde, gemi ile yapilan tagimaciligin daha az para ve
cevre kirliligi demek oldugunu anlatmaya calistyorum.

iZMIR BIR DOGAL LIMAN KENTI

Denize daha yakin olmamiz gerekiyor. Yaz aylarinda bile izmir Kér-
fezi‘'nde yelkenli gdrmiiyoruz. 4 yildir 10 Kasim’da Atatlirk Yelkenli
Yariglar’ni diizenliyoruz. Burada marina olmadidi icin bu sene Ur-
la’da yapilacak. Ozel giinlerde ve milli bayramlarda térenlerimizi hep
karada yapiyoruz. Bu yil 9 Eylil’de bir kisim denedik ama 29
Ekim’de karadaki térenlerin haricinde denizde de téren yapacadiz. Bu
denizlerin sahibi biz denizcileriz ve bayradimizi denizlerimizde dalga-
landiracagiz. Boylece de denizciligi halkimiza tanitip sevdirecegiz.

Deniz Ticaret Odasi olarak deniz turizmi ile ilgili fuarlara katiima ka-
rari aldik. Bir ay once Ghent fuarina katildim ve orada Alsancak Li-
mani ile ilgili bir konusma yaptim. Konugmamdan énce Tiirk denizci-
ligini tanittim ve dinleyenlerde biytk ilgi uyandirdi. Glinki Tirk de-
nizciliginin bu kadar gelismis oldugunu bilmiyorlardi. Tiirk denizcili-
ginin daha da ilerlemesi llkemize ¢ok biiylik fayda saglar. Ciinkii de-
nizcilik piyasasi diinyada da ¢ok buytik dedil. Bu kiglik piyasadan pay
alabilecegimiz konusunda Gmitliyim.

izmir dogal konumu itibariyle bir liman kenti ve 365 giin calismaya
misait. Alsancak Limani geliserek varligini devam ettirmeli. Basgka
yerlerde de limanlar yapilsin ¢linkii ticaret hacmi artiyor.

izmir Limani ozellestirme kapsaminda ve siiriincemede bu konu-
da ne diyeceksiniz?

izmir Limani 28 ay once ozellesti ama devredilmedi. Bundan 15 giin
nce mahkeme sonuclandi§i igin Ozellestirme Idaresi kazanani davet
etti. 45 glin slreleri var ve ya alacaklar ya da slireyi tekrar uzatacak-
lar. Bence buranin 6zellesmesi kurtulusu demektir. Limanlar 365 giin
24 saat cok yogun calisan yerler oldugu icin devlet dairelerinin hizi
bunlara yetisemez. Bu nedenle tek care 6zellestirme. Ben de dzellestir-
meden cok Umitliyim ¢linkii 6zel sektdr kar bazh calisir, bir an 6nce
gemiyi gonderip yeni gemi almaya bakar. Bdylece herkes kazanacak ve
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be sufficient. Therefore, the only solution is privatization. I am very
much hopeful for privatization, because the private sector operation
on profit basis; private operators would try to speed up operations to
earn more. Thus, everyone would earn more and our export products
would reach their destinations more quickly. If this traffic increases,
worker potentials will also increase and it will require new
investments. Thus, Izmir will become a far more active city.

What can you say about fishing activities and marina business
in the region?

The Aegean region is very much rich in terms of culture fishing.
Some wrong things were done in the beginning. We cannot pollute
the nature with fish farms. I believe that the situation is better now.
91 per cent of the fish farms have been moved to more suitable
locations. We would not be able to find any fish to eat, if culture
fishing was not there.

Unfortunately, there are not many marinas in this region, and those
that already exist are not managed well. The municipality has some
projects such as conversion of fishing ports into marinas and new
marina investments. This can be done only with a good coastal
master plan.

What is the approach of the Metropolitan Municipality?

The Izmir Metropolitan Municipality is studying what can be done
to increase water circulation within the Gulf. The faster the water
circulation, the sooner the sea gets cleaner. Circulation on the
northern side can be increased through dredging. However, these
projects are not cheap. We need to discuss whether local
administrations can do it alone, or should government provide
assistance. In my opinion, even discussing such matters is an
important development.

Has the local administration perceived the importance of sea?

No, they haven’t. But we will make them perceive it and provide
support to them. For example, in order to get to Athens, which is
only 40 minutes away from here, you had to go to Istanbul first.
Today, there are 3 airlines providing direct flights from Izmir to
Athens. Sea transportation will be the same and develop in the
course of time.

What progress has heen made with respect to registration with
the Turkish flag in Izmir region?

What has been done in Turkey has also been done here. This means
that, no significant progress have been made. Because, people have
hesitations. A meeting was held in Istanbul to eliminate these
hesitations. Some customs regulations need to be made. A new law
was adopted, but without consulting with other concerned units.
People have questions and hesitations regarding the future of the
application. We have to trust the government.

Do you have any activities aimed at increasing the number
of shipping companies, as well as the number of vessels
registered with the register of shipping in Izmir?

Turkey’s biggest containership fleet is registered in Izmir. We have
strived to achieve it. B
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ihrag Urinlerimiz gittikleri
yere cok daha cabuk ulasa-
cak. Bu trafik artarsa isci
potansiyeli de artacak ve
yatirim yapilmasi gereke-
cek. Bdylece Izmir cok daha
faal bir kent olacak.

Bélgedeki balik¢ilik ve
marina isletmeciligi hak-
kinda ne soyleyehilirsiniz?

Ege Bolgesi kiltiir balikgi-
[1§r yénlinden cok zengin.
Burada da baslangicta bir
takim yanhshklar oldu. Bir
taraftan baligr lretmeye
calisirken bir taraftan da
cevreyi bozamayiz. Bence
simdi iyi bir noktaya ulagildi. Giftliklerin %91’i uygun yerlere tasindi.
Kiltir balik¢ihgr olmasaydi bugilin balik yiyemezdik.

Malesef bu bdlgede pek marina yok, olanlar da pek iyi isletilemiyor.
Balikgl barinaklarinin marinaya cevrilmesi ve yeni marina yatirimi ile
ilgili belediyenin bir takim ongdériileri var. Bu ancak bir kiyi master-
plani ile yapilabilir.

Peki Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi’nin yaklagimi nasil?

Buylksehir Belediyesi, Kérfez icindeki su devir daimini arttirabilmek
icin nasil bir calisma yapilmasi gerektigini arastiriyor. Su devir daimi
ne kadar artarsa deniz o kadar temizlenir. Kuzey tarafini daha da
kazmakla arttirabilirler. Deniz icinde ¢alisma ucuz bir is degil. Tek
basina yerel yénetim mi yapabilir yoksa hiikiimetle birlikte mi ¢alis-
masi gerekir, bu gibi konularin degerlendirilmesi lazim. Bence bunun
konusulmasi bile dnemli bir ilerleme.

Su anda yerel yonetim denizin dnemini kavramis durumda mi?

Hayir dedil. Ama biz bunu anlatacagiz ve destekleyecegiz. Ornedin,
40 dakikalk mesafede olan Atina’ya Izmir'den gidebilmemiz icin on-
ce Istanbul’a gitmemiz gerekirdi. Sonrasinda énce bir sirketle bagla-
di, simdi 3 sirket Izmir’den direk ucus yapiyor. Denizcilik de béyle
olacak, bir yerden baslanacak ve zamanla gelisecek.

Izmir Bolgesi’nde Tiitk Bayrag cekilehilmesi konusunda yol ali-
nahildi mi?

Tlrkiye’de ne yapildiysa burada da o yapildi yani ne kadar yol alindiy-
sa burada da o kadar yol alindi. Bu da ¢ok fazla bir yol alinmadi de-
mek oluyor. Glinkii insanlarin tereddiitleri var ve bu teredditlerin gi-
derilmesi icin istanbul’da bir toplanti yapildi. Giimriik konusunda bir
takim dlizenlemeler yapiimasi gerekiyor. Bir yasa ¢ikarildi ama diger
birimlerle gdriismeden. Ileride bunun geri déniisii olur mu seklinde
kafalarda bazi sorular var. Ben bdyle bir geri donlisiin olacagina inan-
miyorum, devlete glivenmeliyiz.

izmir'deki armatorliik sirketlerinin sayisinin ve gemi sicilindeki
arag sayisinin artmasi dogrultusunda hir talum calismalar var mi?

Turkiye'nin en blyiik konteyner filosu Izmir’e kayitli. Bunun icin cok
micadele verdik. &



