HELLO / MERHABA

“No snowflake in an avalanche ever feels responsible...”

We have become a country that is oblivious to innovations and creative ideas. Are you aware that
everything travels back and forth among the ordinary with the same sense? We have two bridges
across the Bosphorus, and a third one is on the way, we have historical ferries, but new ones are built
with the same design; we are accustomed to standard ship types, and no one can find any investors
considering to build ships with innovative designs, no one ever thinks of building spacious, roomy
floating houses or floating offices, which would be far more affordable, even though houses and offices
on land look as if they will fall on top of the other. While everyone agrees that sea tourism needs to be
developed, all new investments are based on the same ordinary logic. While there are recreational
crafts, similar new ones are being built, perhaps in a more luxurious way. Everywhere is full of hotels
or lodgings, but the number of “botels”, or “‘boat hotels”, cannot be increased to offer unforgettable
holiday experiences. There are so many fields that await innovation, even solely focused on the sea...

Unfortunately, I acknowledge that radical changes in Turkey are dependent on the words to come
out between the two lips of the political authorities; but I cannot understand the social acceptance.
I know that those who have creative intelligence and always desire to implement innovations are
left alone, and that they have make concessions in innovations they want to enjoy and have enjoyed
due to economic instabilities and problems relating to the infrastructure or the system; because
I personally include myself in that bunch of people. It was us who organized the exhibition that was
held on the sea for the first time approximately some 20 years ago, and it was met with amazement
at the time. It was us who also designed and created Istanbul’s first and only fully-equipped
boat-office for our public relations company; it was actually full of challenges. We have spent years
of our lives struggling to develop solutions to simple deadlocks that would actually not even be described as a “‘challenge” in any
other conscious country. We have been “left alone” in most of our efforts.

If only someone worked miracles and we could see that Turkey is the strongest “maritime nation” where there are many floating
houses, offices, buses, hotels, museums and exhibition areas, and capable of combining its geographical advantages with creative ideas...

Oscar Wilde has a quote that I like very much: “No snowflake in an avalanche ever feels responsible...” I think, we all need to stick
the needle into ourselves before thrusting the packing-needle into others, before the avalanche falls; what do you think?

May the sea and the “marine&commerce” always fill your life...

“Diisen Bir Cigda, Hicbir Kar Tanesi Kendisini Olup Bitenden Sorumlu Tutmaz”...

Yeniliklere, yaratici fikirlere kapali bir tilke olduk. Hep alisiimis, mantigi ayni olan konular arasinda mekik dokunuyor farkinda misiniz?
iki bogaz képriimiiz var, ticlinctisti yapihyor; tarihi vapurlarimiz var, yine ayni mantikla yenileri insa ediliyor; standart gemi tiplerine
alisiimis, yeni tasarim gemilere ydnelebilen yatirimcilara neredeyse hig rastlanmiyor; karada evler, isyerleri artik biribirinin lizerine
yikilacak noktaya gelmis olmasina ragmen, pratigi gelistirilse cok daha ucuza malolacak, ferah, havadar tekne-evler ya da tekne-ofisler
hayata gecirilemiyor. Deniz turizmini gelistirme gerekliligi herkes tarafindan kabul edilmisken, yapilan yeni yatirimlar hep ahsiimis,
ayni mantiga dayali oluyor. Gezi tekneleri varken, belki biraz daha Iiks ama ayni ¢izgide yenisi yapiliyor, her taraf otel ya da pansiyon
olarak isletiliyor da, boteller yayginlastirilarak deniz turizmi unutulmaz bir noktaya getirilemiyor. Sadece deniz odakli bile, dyle ¢ok
yenilenmeyi, lizerinden 610 topragini atmayi bekleyen konu var ki...

Tirkiye’'de kékl yenilenmenin maalesef siyasi otoritelerin iki dudaginin arasindan ¢ikacak sdzlere bagl oldugunu kabul ediyorum da;
toplumsal kabullenmemizi anlayamiyorum. Yaratici ruh tasiyan ve hep yenilikleri hayata gegirmek isteyenlerin yalniz kaldigini, ekonomideki
istikrarsizlik, altyapi ya da sisteme dair sorunlar yliziinden yasamak ve yasatmak istedikleri yeniliklerden ddiin vermek zorunda olduklarini
biliyorum, ¢linkii ben de kendimi bizzat o gruba dahil ediyorum. Yaklasik 20 yil dnce, o dénemlerde hayretle karsilanan ilk deniz Gstii
fuarini da biz yaptik; halkla iligkiler sirketimizin telefonundan faksina; bilgisayarindan yazicisina, sekreterinden danismanina kadar tam
donanimli Istanbul’un ilk tekne-ofisini de biz hayata gecirdik. Ama ne zorluklarla... Ustelik de aslinda bilincli hihir iilkede “zorluk” olarak
tanimlanamayacak basit ¢éziimstzliiklere, ¢dziim yaratma miicadelesiyle gecti yillarimiz. Codu adimimizda “yalniz kaldik.”

Keske bir mucize olsa ve Tirkiye’de de yiizen evlerin, ofislerin, otoblslerin, otellerin, miizelerin, fuar alanlarinin bir anda yayginlastigini;
tlkemizin cografi avantajlarini yaratici fikirleriyle harmanlayan diinyanin en gliclii “deniz Glkesi” oldugunu gérebilsek... Oscar Wilde’nin ¢ok
hosuma giden bir sézl var; “Diisen bir ¢1dda, hichir kar tanesi kendisini olup bitenden sorumlu tutmaz” diyor. Sanirim ¢1§ diismeden,
hepimizin cuvaldizlar hazir edip, kendisine batirmasinin zamani ¢oktan geldi ne dersiniz?

Yasantinizdan deniz ve “marine&commerce” hig eksik olmasin...
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