
t a
b i r
VLCC’yi
kaç › rmay ›
baflarmalar› da
büyük olay oldu.
K›sa bir süre önce de
bir gezinti gemisi kor-
sanlara rastlad› fakat kap-
tan, korsan gemilerini atlatmay› baflard› ancak baflka gezinti gemile-
rinin de hedef olarak seçildikleri bildiriliyor. 

K›sa bir süre önce sevindirici bir haber geldi. Güney Kore Deniz Kuv-
vetleri’nin gemisi, Umman Denizi’nde bir hafta önce kaç›r›lm›fl bir
gemi tespit etti. Kore komandolar› gemiye sald›rd›lar ve 21 tayfan›n
hepsini kurtar›p, sekiz korsan öldürdüler ve birçok korsan› da yaka-
lad›lar. Bu olay›n denizlerde kolay hedef arayan korsanlar›n cesare-
tini k›rmas›n› umut edelim. 

Önemli kayg›lardan biri de, korsan kabusunun gençlerin denize aç›l-
malar›n› engellemesi. Wikborg, geçti¤imiz günlerde aç›klanan resmi
rakamlar›n 2010 y›l›nda 1,200 kiflinin korsanlar taraf›ndan rehin
al›nd›¤›n› gösterdi¤ini belirtti. Somali korsanlar› operasyonlar›n› ge-
niflletiyor, Umman Denizi’nin ço¤u, Hint Okyanusunun Afrika do¤u
k›y›s›na do¤ru büyük bir bölümünde kol geziyorlar. Toplam bedel sar-
s›c›; 238 milyon dolar. Bu bedelin a¤›r bir k›sm›n› deniz sigortac›la-
r› tafl›yor ve tehlikeli sularda ticaret yapan gemi sahipleri için mali
destek ve güvenlik sa¤lamaya devam ediyorlar. 

Korsanl›k nakliye iflini ve küresel ticareti çökerten bir problem ve ne
yaz›k ki, çok önemli bir problem. Baflka yerlerde yayg›n olan nakli-
yat endüstrisindeki ve denizcilik sigortas› piyasas›ndaki fazla kapasi-
te, sigortac›lar›n ifl ortamlar›nda stabilite sigortac›l›k disiplini sa¤la-
ma çabalar›n› zorluyor. 

2011 VE 2012 ZOR GEÇEÇEK

Tersaneler sürekli yeni gemi üretirken, hurdaya ç›kan eskiler bunun
yan›nda damla kadar kal›yor. Sigortalanan tutarlar dalgaland›kça,
sigortac›lar›n risk limiti de dalgalan›yor. Buna bir çare bulunmal›.
Her zaman afl›r›/eksik sigorta sorunu var ancak koflullar genelde bu-
na çare bulabiliyor. Ama bu da sigortac›lar›n karfl›laflt›klar› riskleri
de¤erlendirip, fiyatland›r›rken daha dikkatli olmalar› gerekti¤i anla-
m›na geliyor. 

Wikborg; “Tüm nakliye sektörleri, belki konteyner gemileri hariç,
2011 ve 2012’de güçlük çekecekler.” dedi ve devam etti;  “Tanker-
ler büyük riskle karfl› karfl›yalar ve bana göre bunun yak›n gelecekte
düzelme olas›l›¤› düflük. Y›¤›nsal ticaretler biraz ifllerin yavafllamak-
ta oldu¤u Çin’e ba¤l›, ama sadece Çin de¤il. Örne¤in Hindistan y›¤›n-
sal ticaret için büyük bir var›fl noktas›. Queensland’deki trajik seller
ve tüm dünyadaki di¤er anormal hava olaylar› küresel ekonominin
arz zincirindeki bozulmalara ne kadar aç›k oldu¤unu vurgulad›. 
Queensland’de sel alt›nda kalan ocaklar tüm chartering aktivitelerini
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N
orway’s Ole Wikborg, a leading hull underwriter in that mar-
ket and president of the International Union of Marine
Insurance, called for governments of maritime nations to

take urgent, cohesive and decisive action, whether through the
United Nations or not, to rid the seas of the scourge of piracy.
“There has been too much prevarication for too long,” 
he remarked.

“Those who suffer the most are the seafarers and efforts must be
increased to ensure their safety,” he said: “Politicians and

bureaucrats seem to care little about the unrelenting increase in
pirate activity and the threat faced by crews when their ships

pass through the piracy infested areas, most notably the
Indian Ocean and the Gulf of Aden. It would appear that

scant regard was paid to the IMO’s ‘Year of the
Seafarer’. It is worth repeating yet again that

merchant ships and those who sail them are
vital to our very existence. The International

Maritime Bureau, the industry watchdog,
has reported an all-time peak in pirate

activity and hijackings. Its latest
figures show that Somali pirates

hold 746 hostages and 32
merchant vessels - truly,

the forgotten mariners.
Many of the captive

U
luslararas› Deniz Sigortac›lar› Birli¤i Baflkan› ve piyasan›n ön-
de gelen tekne sigortac›lar›ndan biri olan Norveçli Ole Wik-
borg, denizci ülkelerin hükümetlerini, denizleri korsanl›k fela-

ketinden Birleflmifl Milletler yoluyla ya da bir baflka yolla temizlemek
için acil, birlefltirici ve kararl› önlemler almaya ça¤›rd›. “Çok uzun
bir süredir, son derece kaçamak yan›tlar verildi.” dedi. 

Wikborg; “En çok s›k›nt› çekenler denizciler olmufltur ve denizcilerin
güvenliklerini sa¤lamak için daha çok çaba gösterilmelidir. Politika-
c›lar ve bürokratlar, korsanl›k eylemlerinin sürekli artmas›na ve ge-
miler korsan kaynayan alanlardan, özellikle de Hint Okyanusu ve
Aden Körfezi’nden geçerken gemi mürettebat›n›n tehlike içinde kal-
mas›na ald›rm›yorlar. IMO’nun ‘Denizcilerin Y›l›’na gösterilen ilgi de
yetersiz. Ama ben, ticaret gemilerinin ve bu gemileri kullananlar›n
bizim var oluflumuz için son derece önemli olduklar›n› söylemeden
geçemeyece¤im.” dedi ve devam etti;  “Uluslararas› Denizcilik Büro-
su, korsanl›k ve kaç›rma olaylar›n›n tüm zamanlar›n en üst noktas›-
na ç›kt›¤›n› bildiriyor. Büro’nun verdi¤i son rakamlara göre, Somali
korsanlar›n›n elinde 746 rehine ve 32 ticaret gemisi var, bunlar unu-
tulmufl denizciler. Tutsak subay ve denizcilerin birço¤u aylard›r kor-
sanlar›n elinde. Kimbilir bu tutsaklar ve aileleri neler yafl›yorlar? Ar-
ka planda ise, hadi kargo sahiplerini saymayal›m, elbette gemi sahip-
leri ile sigortac›lar; fidye, ticari kay›plar ve kâr kay›plar› nedeniyle
büyük bedeller ödüyorlar.”

Wikborg en kötünün daha gelmedi¤ini söylüyor. Korsanlar tam dolu
tankerler ve gaz tafl›y›c›lar dahil, her türden gemiye sald›r›yor ve hat-
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FORGOTTEN MARINERS
UNUTULAN DEN‹ZC‹LER

The International Maritime Bureau, the industry watchdog, has reported an all-time peak in pirate activity and hijackings.

Its latest figures show that Somali pirates hold 746 hostages and 32 merchant vessels - truly, the forgotten mariners. 

Uluslararas› Denizcilik Bürosu, korsanl›k ve kaç›rma olaylar›n›n tüm zamanlar›n en üst noktas›na ç›kt›¤›n› bildiriyor. Son

rakamlara göre, Somali korsanlar›n›n elinde 746 rehine ve 32 ticaret gemisi var, bunlar unutulmufl denizciler...
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officers and seamen have been held for many, many months. What
must they and their families be going through? In the background,
of course, the shipowners involved, not to mention a lot of cargo
owners, along with insurers, are paying a very high price because of
ransoms and loss of trade and profits.”

The worst may be yet to come, he claimed. The pirates were
attempting to capture vessels of any type, including fully-laden
tankers and gas carriers, and had succeeded early on in one high-
profile hijacking of a VLCC. And just recently a cruiseship was in
their sights but the master skilfully outsped the pirate boats, and it
is reported that other cruiseships have previously been targeted.

But recent news was encouraging when a South Korean naval vessel
tracked a ship in the Arabian Sea that had been hijacked a week
earlier. Korean commandos stormed the ship and rescued all 21
crew, killing eight pirates and capturing several others. It must be
hoped that this incident will deter those pirates searching the seas
for a sitting duck from pursuing their intentions.

A big worry was that the piracy nightmare was deterring many
young people from going to sea. Official figures released last week,
he said, revealed that 1,200 people were taken hostage by pirates
in 2010. Somali pirates had extended their operations to include
most of the Arabian Sea and a significant part of the Indian Ocean
down the east coast of Africa. And the total cost was estimated at a
staggering $238 million. Marine underwriters were bearing the
brunt of these costs, but they continued to provide the financial
cushion and security for shipowners trading in dangerous waters.

Piracy is one problem disrupting shipping and global trade, 
albeit a very significant one. Elsewhere, the excess capacity that is
now rampant in the shipping industry and in the marine insurance
market is challenging underwriters’ efforts to achieve some stability
in their business, allied with underwriting discipline.

2011 AND 2012 WILL BE CHALLENGING

While new ships are leaving shipyards in a steady flow, old tonnage
going for scrapping is still but a trickle by comparison. With
fluctuating sums insured, underwriters’ exposure also fluctuates and
which we must respond to. There is always the issue of
over/underinsurance, although conditions generally take care of
this, which means that underwriters must be ever more vigilant in
their appraisal and rating of the risks shown to them.

Wikborg says; “Looking ahead, all shipping sectors, perhaps with
the exception of boxships, will face challenges in 2011 and 2012.
Tankers seem to be highly exposed and, in my opinion, unlikely to
recover in the near future. The bulk trades are somewhat dependent
on China, where things are slowing down, but not China alone.
India, for instance, is a big destination for bulk cargo. The tragic
floods in Queensland, along with other freak weather events around
the world, have highlighted how vulnerable the global economy is to
disruptions in the supply chain. The flooded mines in Queensland
have stopped all chartering activity and will continue to do so until
the mines have dried out. However, the biggest threat to bulk
shipping is the oversupply of new tonnage.



“Hull business has shown an overall technical loss for 14
consecutive years. Underwriters are always at the mercy of
changes. They need to be aware of the changes in the global
economic dynamics that will impact their claim costs. For example,
the price of steel that can affect repair costs and repair yard
capacity. Volatile exchange rates and falling or rising commodity
prices are other exponential factors.

“Due to the potential accumulation of risk (hull and cargo), marine
insurers are warily watching the leap in the size of vessels. 
For example, some owners are reported to be discussing possible
orders with Korean yards for a series of 18,000teu mega boxships.
The biggest cruiseship in service now can accommodate nearly
6,000 passengers, and just recently we have seen machinery
accidents to two of these vessels, including the Carnival Splendor.
The challenge with these big vessels is their technical complexity
and how to call the ‘right’ premium. But the market will provide
sufficient capacity, provided the premium is right, to cover these
vessels, even if the exposure is very high.”

“Because of the values involved, the loss of one of these

floating small towns would blow a devastating hole in the

worldwide marine insurance market.”

Another area of concern for underwriters, the IUMI president
continued, was the fact that the maritime industry is undergoing a
digital revolution which is putting huge pressure on mariners,
especially bridge teams who have to cope with digital navigation
and automated systems for every part of the vessel. “Is enough time
being given to training mariners for this new world,” he asked,
adding that the industry was also facing a shortage of officers.

“It could be said that today's youngsters are well equipped to handle
the electronics, but the problem is that they rely heavily on the
information provided by the electronic devices as opposed to looking
out of the window to observe. We need seafarers with practical
experience gained through time at sea and not at fancy colleges on
shore. Seatime is important and should be made attractive.

Turning to the offshore energy market, the IUMI president said that
the Deepwater Horizon disaster would cost in excess of US$2 billion,
and it would make an impact on the 2009 and 2010 underwriting
years. It was a very volatile business, he said, and results depended
strongly on the impact of hurricanes, though the absence of these did
not mean there were no losses. There were no regular claims
patterns, in fact, and claims reserves were individually assessed.

durdurdu ve madenler kuruyana kadar da bu durum sürecek. Ama y›-
¤›nsal nakliyenin karfl›s›ndaki en büyük tehdit, afl›r› yeni tonaj arz›.
Tekne ifli 14 y›l boyunca genel bir teknik kay›p sergiledi. Sigortac›lar
hep de¤iflimlerin insaf›na kalm›flt›r. Küresel ekonomik dinamiklerde
sigorta taleplerini etkileyecek de¤iflikliklerin fark›nda olmalar› gere-
kir. Örne¤in, çelik fiyat› onar›m masraflar›n› ve onar›m tersanesi ka-
pasitesini etkileyebilir. Hareketli döviz kurlar› ve mal fiyatlar›ndaki
art›fl ya da düflüfller de di¤er faktörlerdendir. 

Potansiyel risk birikimi (tekne ve kargo) nedeniyle, denizcilik sigor-
tac›lar› gemi büyüklüklerindeki s›çramay› dikkatle izliyor. Örne¤in,
baz› gemi sahiplerinin Kore tersaneleri ile bir dizi 18,000 teu mega
konteyner gemisi siparifli olas›l›¤›n› görüfltükleri bildiriliyor. Günü-
müzde hizmetteki en büyük gezinti gemileri 6,000 civar›nda yolcu
bar›nd›rabiliyor ve çok k›sa bir süre önce bu gemilerden Carnival
Splendor dahil, ikisinde makine kazalar› oldu. Bu büyük gemilerin
tehlikesi, teknik aç›dan karmafl›k olmalar› ve “do¤ru” primi belirle-
mek. Primin do¤ru olmas› kayd›yla, risk limiti yüksek de olsa, piya-
sa bu gemileri kapsayacak yeterli kapasiteyi sa¤layacakt›r.”

“Denizcilikteki de¤erler nedeniyle, bu yüzen küçük kentlerin 

birinin bile kayb› dünya çap›nda denizcilik sigortas› piyasas›nda

korkunç bir gedik açar.”

IUMI Baflkan› Ole Wikborg, sigortac›lar›n kayg› duyduklar› bir bafl-
ka alan›n, denizcilik endüstrisinide yaflanan dijital devrimle alakal›
oldu¤unu belirterek, bunun dijital seyir ve geminin her taraf›nda
otomatik sistemlerle bo¤uflmak zorunda kalan denizciler, özellikle de
kaptan köprüsü ekibi üzerinde büyük bir bask› yaratt›¤›n› söyledi ve;
“Bu yeni dünyada denizcilerin e¤itimi için yeterli zaman ayr›l›yor
mu?” sorusunu sorarak, endüstride subay eksikli¤i de yafland›¤›n›
belirtti; “Günümüz gençlerinin elektronikle aras›n›n iyi oldu¤unu
söyleyebiliriz, ama problem camdam d›flar› bak›p gözlemek yerine,
tümüyle elektronik aletlerin sa¤lad›¤› bilgiye dayanmalar›nda. Oysa
bizim ihtiyac›m›z, k›y›daki lüks okullarda de¤il, denizle zamanla
pratik deneyim kazanm›fl gemiciler. Denizde geçirilen zaman önemli
ve çekici hale getirilmeli.”

Offshore enerji piyasas›na geçen IUMI Baflkan›, Deepwater Horizon
afetinin bedelinin 2 milyar dolar› geçece¤ini ve 2009 -2010 sigor-
tac›l›k y›llar›na etki yapaca¤›n› söyledi. Wikborg, bunun çok çabuk et-
kilenerek de¤iflen bir ifl oldu¤unu ve sonuçlar›n f›rt›nalar›n etkisine
son derece ba¤l› oldu¤unu, f›rt›na olmamas›n›n da kay›p olmayaca¤›
anlam›na gelmedi¤ini söyledi. Düzenli talep görüntülerinin olmad›¤›n›
ve talep rezervlerinin tek tek de¤erlendirildi¤ini belirtti.
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