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emih Sohtorik was born in
Istanbul as a child to a ship
owner family in 1941. We will

never know if becoming a seaman was
his destiny, but he loved the sea. And
the sea loved him in return.... After
graduating from Galatasaray High
School, taking economic studies at
University of Lausanne was the first
of his personal choices. And the
Semih Sohtorik Management &
Agency Inc. that he founded in 1982
was his legacy for the future... 

He did not only work for his own firm
throughout his business life. The
associations where he served and the
activities he undertook was evidence
to the fact that he was not distant to
the adversities faced by the sector.
Sohtorik within this context performed
the duties of Vice Chairman of the
Board of Directors for Ship Owners'
Trade Union, Member of Board of
Directors for Ship Owners' Association
and Chairman of the Board of
Directors for the Chamber of
Shipping. Sohtorik, who was also a
founder member of Turmepa and
Turkish Maritime Education
Foundation, besides being the life
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DO THE SEAS CRY?

DEN‹ZLER A⁄LAR MI?

BANU SARI

Biz yak›n›m›z› kaybedince a¤lar›z; denizler ise dalgalan›r...

15 Ekim’de denizin dalgalar› so¤uk havay› k›rarcas›na yükseldi. Semih Sohtorik hayata gözlerini yumarken denizi

a¤latt›. So¤u¤u ise sevenlerinin yüreklerine yayd›...

When we lose a loved one we cry; the seas however rise up in waves...

The waves of the sea rose as if to slash the cold weather on the 15th of October. While passing away, Semih

Sohtorik made the sea cry. And he sent a chill to the hearts of people who loved him...

S
emih Sohtorik, 1941 y›l›nda
armatör bir ailenin çocu¤u
olarak ‹stanbul’da do¤du. Ka-

deri zaten denizci olmak m›yd› bi-
linmez, ama denizi sevdi. Deniz de
onu... Galatasaray Lisesi’ni bitir-
dikten sonra Lozan Üniversite’sinde
alm›fl oldu¤u ekonomi e¤itimi kifli-
sel tercihlerinin ilk ad›m›yd›. 1982
yl›nda kurdu¤u Semih Sohtorik De-
niz ‹flletmecili¤i ve Acentelik A.fi.
ise gelece¤e b›rakt›¤› miras›... 

‹fl yaflam› süresince yaln›z kendi fir-
mas› için çal›flmad›. Görev ald›¤›
dernekler ve yürüttü¤ü faaliyetler
sektörün s›k›nt›lar›ndan uzak kal-
mad›¤›n›n bir göstergesiydi. Bu
kapsamda Armatörler Sendikas›
Yönetim Kurulu Baflkan Yard›mc›-
l›¤›, Armatörler Birli¤i Yönetim
Kurulu Üyeli¤i ve Deniz Ticaret
Odas› Yönetim Kurulu Baflkanl›¤›
yapt›. Turmepa ve Türk Deniz E¤i-
tim Vakf›’n›n kurucu üyeli¤ini üstle-
nen, American Bureau of Ship-
ping’in Hayat Boyu Meclis Üyesi
olan Sohtorik, Donanma Vakf›’n›n
fieref Üyesi ünvan›n› ald›.

Semih Sohtorik



1975 y›l›nda Fatofl Genç ile evlenen; Selin ve Emir ad›nda iki ço-
cu¤u olan Semih Sohtorik, 65 y›la deniz merkezli; deniz gibi cofl-
kulu, deniz gibi derin, deniz gibi ›fl›lt›l› bir yaflam s›¤d›rd›. Ameri-
ka Houston'da, bir süredir tedavi gördü¤ü rahats›zl›¤› sonucu 
vefat etti. Ancak, ard›nda iflte böyle yürekler dolusu sevgi b›rakt›.

Emir Sohtorik, O¤lu- Semih Sohtorik Deniz ‹flletmecili-
¤i ve Acentelik A.fi. Yönetim Kurulu Baflkan›

Semih Bey, dedesi Hüseyin
Avni Sohtorik Bey'in kurmufl
oldu¤u  Sohtorik Denizcilik
fiirketi'nin yönetim kuruluna,
babas› Ali Sohtorik'in rahat-
s›zl›¤› nedeniyle, erken yaflta
kardeflleriyle beraber dahil
oldu. Semih Bey, "Sohtorik"
isminin sürdürülebilmesi için
çok gayret gösterdi. 1982 y›-
l›nda kardeflleri ile yollar›n›
ay›ran Semih Bey, "Semih
Sohtorik Deniz ‹flletmecili¤i
ve Acentelik A.fi.” adl› kendi
flirketiyle ifl hayat›nda yepye-
ni bir bafllang›ç yapt›. Kuru yük sektörü üzerine yo¤unlaflan bu 
flirketi, kendi ad›yla kurdu, gelifltirdi ve bugüne dek yaflatt›. 

Semih Bey'in vedas›n›n ard›ndan, flirketimizde var olan prensiple-
ri ve iflletme sistemini sürdürerek, Semih Sohtorik ismini, onun is-
tedi¤i flekilde yaflatmaya ve gururla tafl›maya devam edece¤iz.

Semih Bey, her fleyi not alan, tertipli, titiz, planl› ve programl› bir ki-
flili¤e sahipti. Özellikle Frans›zca kitaplar okumay› bir al›flkanl›k ha-
line getirmiflti. Sosyal ba¤lar› çok kuvvetli, sevilen, sayg› duyulan ve
mütevaz› bir kifliydi. Çok ileri görüfllü bir insand›. Fazla konuflmay›
sevmezdi. Her fleyi gözleriyle ifade edebilen, çok derin bir ruha sahip-
ti. Belki de bu yüzden hayat› boyunca denize afl›k bir insand›.

fiunu her zaman gururla söylüyorum ki, O, benim babam olmak-
tan öte, tan›d›¤›m en iyi adamd› ve bu benim için hiçbir zaman de-
¤iflmeyecek. Onun çizgisinden ilerlemek, fakat karfl›laflt›¤› zorluk-
larla ikinci kez karfl›laflmamak için elimden ne geliyorsa yapaca-
¤›m. Önüme ç›kan her engeli aflarak, daha ileriyi hedefleyece¤im.
Tüm bunlar› yaparken babam›n bana verdi¤i flu iki önemli ö¤üt
hep yol göstericim olacak: 

• Çok zor söz ver, ama verdi¤in sözü daima tut. 
• Kimseye arkan› dönme. Çünkü kimse sen de¤il.

Ayd›n Soylu, Semih Sohtorik Deniz ‹flletmecili¤i ve
Acentelik A.fi. Personel Müdürü

Rahmetli Semih Bey'i, ilk SSMA'da taraf›ndan iflletilen gemilerde
çal›flmaya bafllad›¤›m 1986 y›l›nda tan›d›m. Tan›ma f›rsat›n› bul-
du¤um ifl verenler aras›nda, en beyefendi, prensip sahibi, çal›flt›r-
d›¤› yöneticilerine deste¤ini esirgemeyip güven veren; yanl›zca

member of the council to American Bureau of Shipping, was also
awarded the Honorary membership title of the navy.   

Semih Sohtorik who married Fatos Genc in 1975; and has two
children by the names of Selin and Emir, had a life centered on
the sea; buoyant like the sea, deep as the sea, shining as the sea
that he fit into 65 years. He passed away in Houston, United
States, from the illness he was being treated for some time. 
He left behind however, so much love that fills the hearts.

Emir Sohtorik, his son - Chairman of the Board of
Directors of Semih Sohtorik Management & Agency Inc.

Semih Sohtorik had entered the Board of Sohtorik Maritime Inc.,
which was founded by his grandfather Huseyin Avni Sohtorik, at
an early age with his brothers, due to the illness of his father Ali
Sohtorik. Semih put in a lot of effort to have the "Sohtorik" name
live on. Semih, who moved on in a different direction from his
brothers in 1982, founded Semih Sohtorik Management &
Agency Inc. and started a totally new life in business. He founded
and developed and brought up to today this company, which was
in his name, that focused in dry cargo sector. 

After bidding farewell to Semih Sohtorik, we will continue to have
his name live in the way he would have wished and carry it in pride
by sustaining the existing principles and management system.

Semih Sohtorik, was a very organized, meticulous, well-planned
person who would note down everything. He had acquired the
habit of reading books, especially in the French language. He
was a person with very strong social ties and was a modest
person that was much loved and respected. He was a far-sighted
person, not fond of talking much, a person that could tell
everything with his eyes, with a deep personality. Maybe this was
why he was so much in love with the sea all through his life.

I always say this with pride, he was more than a father to me.
He was the best person I have come to know and that will never
change. I will do everything in my power to move forward in the
path he lay down, but avoid repeating the hardships he had to
face. By surpassing every obstacle that may stand out in my way,
I will target the future. While performing all this, two very
important advises my father gave will guide me: 

• Make a promise rarely, but
always keep your promise. 
• Don't turn your back to
anybody. Because nobody 
is you.

Ayd›n Soylu, Semih
Sohtorik Managing &
Agency Inc. Human
Resource Manager

I got to know the late Semih
Sohtorik, for the first time,
when I started working in the
ships that were operated by
SSMA in 1986. He was the
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Ayd›n Soylu

Emir Sohtorik



yurtta de¤il, yurt d›fl›nda da itibar gören bir ifl verendi. Türkiye'nin
gerçek anlamda rahmetli Semih Bey gibi iflletmecilere, ifl verenle-
re ihtiyac› var. fiimdi oldu¤u gibi deniz kadrolar›nda çal›flt›¤›m
dönemde de gemilerinde çal›flmaktan her zaman gurur duyard›m.   

Semih Bey ile ifl iliflkileri çerçevesindeki birlikteli¤imiz s›ras›nda,
her toplant›m›z›, beyefendilik terbiyesinden nasiplenmek olarak
alg›lad›¤›mdan, an›lar›m›n çok fazla olmamakla birlikte derin ve
unutulmayaca¤›n› belirtebilirim.

Keflke Türkiye de rahmetli Semih Bey gibi ifl verenlerin say›s› faz-
la olsa idi. Kayb›ndan dolay› çok üzgünüz. Ancak SSMA için rah-
metli Semih Bey'in b›rakt›¤› yerden güçlü bir flekilde, dinamik,
inançl› ve geliflmeyi hedefleyen bir üst yöneticimizin devam ediyor
olmas› biz çal›flanlar›n ve ülkemizin flans›d›r.

Faruk E. Süren / Transtürk Yönetim Kurulu Baflkan›

Sevgili Semih'le tan›fl›kl›¤›-
m›z, yazlar› adalarda geçirdi-
¤imiz gençlik y›llar›nda, za-
man zaman rastlama aflinal›-
¤›yla bafllad›. 1963 y›l›nda o
Lozan'da, ben ise Almanya'da
talebe iken Lozan'a yapt›¤›m
bir seyahatte tekrar karfl›lafl-
mam›zla, çok samimi ve de-
rin bir dostlu¤a dönüfltü.

Semih bütün sporculuk vas›f-
lar›na ra¤men, son derece sa-
kin bir yap›ya sahipti. Hadi-
selere fiziksel müdahaleden
ziyade düflünsel, hatta an›nda

derin analiz edilmifl neticelerle çare bulmaya çal›flan bir yap›day-
d›. Fazla konuflmaz fakat gözleriyle, kelimelerle belki dakikalarca
sürebilecek bir mesaj› an›nda verebilirdi.

Baba mesle¤i olan denizcili¤e, sektörün kendine has inifl ç›k›fllar-
dan etkilendi¤i bir "inifl" s›ras›nda girifl yapt›. Çal›flkanl›¤›, yarat›-
c›l›¤› ve insan yönetme yetene¤iyle baba mesle¤ini uluslararas› bir
seviyeye getirdi. Semih'in ilk denizcilik serüveni, d›fltan takma 50
beygir gücünde bir Johnson motorla, 6.5 m boyunda bir tekneyle
Heybeli'den Marmara Adas›'na gitme teflebbüsüyle bafllad›. Gerçi
serüvenin ilk yar›s› Marmara Adas›'na varmakla tamamlansa da,
dönüflteki hava flartlar› buna engel oldu. O zaman›n iletiflim tekno-
lojisinin yetersizli¤i de eklenince Donanma seferber oldu ve "Bah-
riyeli Semih" böylelikle eve dönebildi.

Semih vefat etti. Ondan bahsederken "rahmetli" demem gerekti¤i-
ni biliyorum, ama arkadafllar›n›n kalbinde hep yaflayaca¤›ndan
biz ondan hep "Semih" diye bahsedece¤iz. Çok iyi çocuklar yetifl-
tirdi, ve yetifltirmifl oldu¤u bu çocuklar›n onun b›rakt›¤› maddi
eserleri oldu¤u gibi, manevi de¤erleri de devam ettireceklerine
inan›yorum.

most gentlemanly, principal centered, supportive of his managers
and confidence instilling employer I had a chance to know, who was
not only respected in this country but overseas as well. Turkey truly
needs entrepreneurs and employers like the late Semih Sohtorik. 
As is now, when I worked in the maritime staff, I always took pride
from working in his ships.   

During our common business relations with Semih Sohtorik, as 
I regarded every meeting we had as a welcome appreciation of
gentlemanly behavior, although I do not have many memories, I
can say that the ones I have are memorable and unforgettable ones.

If only the numbers of employers like the late Semih Sohtorik in
Turkey were more. We are very saddened by his loss. However,
the fact that a dynamic, confident and development targeted top
manager will be taking over at SSMA, where Semih Sohtorik
left is our fortune as well as that of Turkey.

Faruk E. Suren / Transtürk, Chairman of the Board of
Directors

Our acquaintance with dear Semih started at the Prince Islands,
where we used to spend our summers, by becoming familiar on
the encounters we had from time to time. While he was a student
at Lausanne and I was a student in Germany in 1963, our
encounter during my travel to Lausanne turned into a deep and
close friendship.

Although Semih had a sportsman's qualities, he had a very calm
temperament. He had a temperament that tried to find mental
solutions to issues, by instantaneous deeply analyzed approach,
rather than physical interventions. He would not talk much, but
could give a message that would take minutes to deliver by
words, instantaneously by a glance of his eyes.

He made an entry to the family occupation of maritime business,
at a time of "contraction" that was affected by the expansions
and contractions specific to the sector. He raised the family
occupation to international standards with hard work, creativity
and his human management skills. Semih's first seamanship
experience started with his attempt to go from the Heybeli Island
to Marmara Island with a 50 hp powered externally mounted
Johnson engine, and a 6.5-meter long boat. Although the first
part of the adventure was completed by his arrival to the
Marmara Island, the weather conditions did not allow his return.
With the insufficiency of communication technology of those
days, the navy had to be mobilized and as such "Sailor Semih"
could make it back home.

Semih has passed away. While talking about him I know I have to
say "departed", since he will always live in the hearts of his friends,
we will always talk about him as "Semih". He raised very good
children, and I believe that these good children he raised will carry
on the moral values besides the material work he left behind.

Pekin Baran / Denizcilik A.S. Chairman of the Board of
Directors

Our friendship with Semih started at a very early age at
Galatasaray High School and continued until our graduation.
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Faruk E. Süren



Pekin Baran / Denizcilik A.fi. Yönetim Kurulu Baflkan›

Semih’le tan›fl›kl›¤›m›z Gala-
tasaray Lisesi’nde çok genç
yafllar›m›zda bafllad› ve me-
zun oluncaya kadar devam
etti. Liseden sonra, haliyle
bir kopukluk oldu, çünkü üni-
versite e¤itimi için ayr› yerle-
re gittik. Araya askerlik de
girdi. Sonradan, 1980'li y›l-
lar›n bafllar›nda, Ulusu hükü-
meti zaman›nda, hükümet ile
daha etkili bir diyalo¤a gire-
bilmek için o zamana kadar
da¤›n›k yap›daki armatör ke-
siminin bir araya gelmesi ge-
rekti. Bizler de, ikinci kuflak ‘genç’ armatörler olarak birbirimizi
daha iyi tan›ma f›rsat›n› elde ettik. O dönemlerde bafllayan dost-
luklar, ne güzeldir ki, hem Semih ile hem de di¤er arkadafllarla
bugüne kadar derinleflerek devam etti. O günkü ‘genç’ kufla¤›n, de-
nizcili¤imizin kurumlaflmas›nda, örne¤in Deniz Ticaret Odas›’n›n
kurulmas›nda ve geliflmesinde, çok büyük katk›lar› da oldu. 

Semih asil bir insand›. Kalbi temiz, dostlar›na ve ailesine son de-
rece ba¤l› idi. Çok zor dönemlerden geçti, do¤ru bildi¤inden hiç
taviz vermedi. Hayattan ve denizden zevk al›rd›, onu da dostlar›y-
la cömertçe paylaflmaktan hofllan›rd›. Çok sevdi¤im bir dostumdu.
Ayn› zamanda bence bizim kufla¤›n en baflar›l› armatörlerinden bi-
riydi. Devrald›¤› iflletmeyi, tüm zorluklara gö¤üs gererek, kat be
kat büyüttü. Cumhuriyet dönemi armatörlük tarihimizde, ilk defa,
Dreyfus gibi dünya çap›nda köklü bir flirketle, çeyrek asra uzanan
çok baflar›l› bir ortakl›k yapt›. Türk gemi iflletmecili¤inin uluslara-
ras› sahadaki teknik beceri ve dürüstlük referans› oldu. Çocuklar›-
na bu meslekte köklü bir isim ve maddi imkanlar b›rakarak ara-
m›zdan ayr›ld›. Nur içinde yats›n! 

Vefat› biz dostlar› için çok üzücü oldu. Ama dedi¤im gibi sa¤lam
bir iflletme b›rakt› çocuklar›na. O¤lu Emir, genç ve istekli. Ailesi-
nin ve gerekti¤inde dostlar›n›n deste¤i ile bu ifli, kardefliyle el ele,
daha da ileriye götürmemeleri için hiçbir neden yok. Zaten genel
olarak, bizlerden sonraki üçüncü kuflak ‘genç’ armatörlerin deniz-
cili¤imizi çok daha ileriye götüreceklerine inanc›m tam. Hepsine
candan iyi flanslar diliyorum. 

U¤ur Mengenecio¤lu / UM Denizcilik Yönetim Kurulu
Baflkan›

Semih Sohtorik’i Heybeliada’dan tan›r›m. Takriben 50 y›ll›k bir
dostlu¤umuz oldu. ‹lk tan›d›¤›m andan itibaren kendisinin çok 
beyefendi bir insan oldu¤unu düflündüm. Ayn› zamanda son derece
baflar›l›, sayg›n bir ifl adam›yd›. Ölümü beni ve tüm sevenlerini 
derinden üzdü. Hepimizin bafl› sa¤ olsun.

Following High School, there was inevitably a gap, because we
had to go to different places for our university education. And
then there was the military service. Later on, in the early 80s, at
the time of Ulusu government, the shipowners that were
dispersed until then, had to get together to enter into an effective
dialogue with the government. And we, as the second 'young'
generation shipowners had the chance to better know each other.
The friendships that started at that time, to our delight,
continued and became deeper with Semih as well as our other
friends up to today. The 'young' generation of those days had
important contributions to the institutionalization of our
maritime industry, by for example establishing and developing
the Chamber of Shipping. 

Semih was a noble person. Good hearted, and was tremendously
attached to his friends and family. He went through some very
difficult times he never gave any concessions from what he knew
as right. He enjoyed life and the sea, and he liked sharing this
with his friends in a generous fashion. He was a very dear friend
to me. At the same time, according to me, he was one of the
most successful shipowners of our generation. He expanded the
business he inherited multiple folds, defying all the difficulties.
He entered into a successful partnership that lasted about a
quarter of a century, with a world-renowned company such as
Dreyfus, a first in our Shipping sector. He became the reference
of technical competency and integrity for the Turkish shipping
business in the international field. He departed from amongst us
leaving a well-known name in the occupation and material means
to his children. May he rest in peace! 

His passing away has been very saddening for us, his friends. But
as I said, he left a solid business to his children. His son Emir is
young and enthusiastic. There is no reason why he cannot carry
this business further in cooperation with his sister, with the help
of his family and when required with the support of his friends.
Already, in general, I firmly believe that the third 'young'
generation of shipowners, following us will take our maritime
business to new frontiers. I sincerely wish them all the best. 

U¤ur Mengenecioglu / UM Shipping, Chairman of the
Board of Directors

I know Semih Sohtorik from
Heybeli Island. We have a
friendship that goes back
approximately 50 years. 
I have always thought that he
was a true gentleman from
the first moment I met him.
He was also a very successful,
respected businessman at the
same time. His departure has
deeply saddened all those who
loved him and me. I express
my condolences for all of us.
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Pekin Baran

U¤ur Mengenecio¤lu


