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HISTORY’S BLUE COLOUR
TARIHIN MAVI RENGI

BANU SARI

Her giris cikista gemiye selam verildigini, savas gemilerinin tepesinde Kur’an asili oldugunu, periskoplarin 18

m’nin altinda kullanilmachgini bilmiyordum. Denizalti denen metal balinanin midesindeki yasamin o kadar zor

olabilecegini de diisiinmemistim. Hepsini o giin dgrendim. Iyi ki de égrendim...

I didn’t know that ships were saluted whenever you embark or disembark, that the Holy Koran is hung at

the top of warships, or the truth that periscopes cannot be used when the submarine is deeper than 18

meters. I had never thought how hard it could be to live in the stomach of the metal whale called submarine.

I learnt all these things on that day. Fortunately I learnt these things...

Yarhisar, Diinyada Bir ilk

6lctiik Kavakli Sahili‘'nde 53 m boyunda, 7 m eninde bir
( savag gemisi arz-1 endam ediyor. insani heyecanlandiran

bu manzara karsisinda ilk olarak ‘Bu gemi buraya nasil
geldi?’ diye soruyorsunuz. ‘Denizden kaldirmiglar, buraya koymus-
lar’ dlistincesindeyseniz bu ciddi bir yanilgi. Yarhisar Gemi Miize-
si’‘nin bir bitln olarak kargimizda durmasi dyle kolay olmamis. Ug
parca halinde kesilen gemi, denizde yiizebilen ve 700 ton kaldir-
ma kapasitesine sahip 6zel vinglerle karaya taginmis. Ug parcaya
ayrilmis bir gemiyi karada tekrar birlestirmek ise ciddi emek iste-
yen bir is.

Donanma Komutanhgi'nda calisan Bahadir Gokcek, geminin tim
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Yarhisar, a First in the World

warship, 53 meters in length and 7 meters in breadth,

comes round the track again in Golcuk Kavakli coast. At

first sight, which makes you excited, the first thing you
think becomes “how could this ship come here?” If you think
that “‘they should have lifted her up from the sea and placed over
here”, then you are wrong. It was not so easy to have the
Yarhisar Ship Museum as a whole. The ship was cut into three
pieces and carried to the coast via special cranes, which can float
on sea with a lifting capacity of 700 tonnes. To mount a ship on
the coast was a big job, which really required great efforts.



elektrik islerini yapan isim. “Bir gemi kesi-
lince, tim elektrik kablolari, tim su borulari,
her sey kesiliyor”” dediginde olaya hig bu aci-
dan bakmadigimi fark ettim. Onlari tekrar
birlestirmenin ne kadar zor oldugunu diisi-
nlince ve bu calismanin 5 ay stirdiiglini 6gre-
nince, gemi benim icin daha bagka bir anlam
kazandi. Bir geminin kesilerek karaya konus-
landirilmasinin diinyada bir ilk olmasi keyfi-
mi iyice artirdi ve bize miize gemiyi gezdire-
cek olan, ayni zamanda gemi mize mudiri
flhan Akbulut’u beklemeye bagladim.

Yarhisar Gemisi, 1964 yilinda Amerika’da
insa edilmis ve 24 Eylil 1964 tarihinde ge-
miye Tirk sancagi cekilmis. Deniz Kuvvetle-
ri‘nde hizmet digi kaldidi 2005 yilina kadar
da kesif karakol gemisi olarak gdrev yapmis.
Gemiyi 6nemli kilan bir diger 6zellik de 1974
Kibris Harekati'nda gdrev almis olmasi. Boy-
le gemileri ‘Gazi’ olarak tanimliyorlar. Bunu
da o giin 6grendim.

Gemiyi gezmek igin yaklasik 20 kisilik bir
grup bekliyor. igeride de bir o kadar ziyaret-
¢i var. Bolge halkinin bu ilgisi, hem dikkati-
mi ¢ekti hem de beni mutlu etti. Mize kilti-
rii cok fazla olmayan bir tlke igin dikkate al-
nacak bir kalabalikti.

Gemiye girdiginizde rehber esliginde dolas-
maya ve gemi hakkinda bilgi almaya basli-
yorsunuz. Yarhisar’'in orijinal kadrosu 7 su-
bay, 18 astsubay, 30 er ve erbas, yani 55 ki-
siden olusuyor. Gectiginiz koridorlarin darli-
g1, saga sola carpmamak icin verdiginiz ca-
ba, “Burasi 55 kisi icin ¢ok kiiciik” diye du-
stindiirtiyor. Ancak Hizir Reis Denizaltisi’ni
gbrmeden bodyle konusmamak gerekiyormus.

ilk koridoru gegtiginizde mutfak karsiniza ¢i-
kiyor. 55 kisinin yemeginin pistigi bu yerde,
5 yil Yarhisar’da gdrev yapmis olan ilhan
Akbulut’'un soyledikleri anlam kazaniyor.
“Hepimiz ayni kapta pisen yemedgi yerdik. En
ideal yemek ise haslanmis patatesti. Glinkd
hem yemesi kolaydi hem de tok tutardi.” Da-
ha sonra astsubay solonunu gdériiyorsunuz.
Gemilerde sosyal yasam alanlari gok sinirli
oldudu icin, mekanlar birka¢ amag icin kulla-
niliyor. Bu dinlenme salonundan, savas duru-
munda harp hastanesi olarak yararlanilirmis.

Makine dairesine geldiginizde rehberimiz
“Buranin boyle sessiz olduguna bakmayin.
Guraltd, sicak, yag buhari... Normalde bura-
da kiyamet kopar.” diyor. Kendisi makine
dairesinde gdrev yapmis. Bu alanin gecmisini

MUZE GEMILER // MUSEUM VESSELS

Bahadir Gokcek, who works at the
Turkish Naval Command, is the person
that carried out the whole electrical
works of the ship. When he said, “‘When
a ship is cut, all electric cables, all
water pipes, and everything are cut.”

I realized that I had never thought from
that point of view. When I thought how
hard it could be to combine all these
things and when I learnt that this work
continued for 5 months, then the
meaning of the ship became very
different for me. The transportation and
placement of a ship after being cut into
pieces on the coast was the first time in
the world and I became very happy to
have learnt it. Then I started waiting for
Ilhan Akbulut, Ship’s Manager, who
would show around the ship museum.

The ship named Yarhisar was built in
the USA in 1964 and the Turkish flag
was hoisted on September 24, 1964. It
served as reconnaissance patrol ship till
2005, when it was decommissioned
from the Naval Forces. Another feature
making the ship important is that it
served in Cyprus Peacek Operation in
1974. This kind of ships is called the
“War Veteran”.

A group of almost 20 people is waiting
to visit the ship. There is another group
of visitors aboard the ship. The interest
of the local people attracted my
attention and made me happy. It was a
considerable crowd, taking into account
the fact that this is a country with little
museum culture.

When you embark the ship, you wander
around with the guide and start to get
information about the ship. The original
staff of Yarhisar is composed of 7
officers, 18 petty officers, 30 soldiers
and non-commissioned officers, so in
total 55 people. The narrowness of the
corridors we walk in, and efforts we
spent not to bump around make us think
“this place is too small for 55 people”.
But later I understood that before
visiting Hizir Reis Submarine, it was
early to think of in this way.
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ondan iyi kimse bilemez. On tarafa dogru ilerlediginizde geminin
jenerator dairesini goriiyorsunuz. Burada iki adet dizel jenerator
var. Bunlar geminin tim elektrigini saglayan cihazlar. Hemen ile-
risinde sag tarafta gemi komutanlarinin kamaralari yer aliyor.
Bunlar 5 yildizli otel muamelesi gdren yerlermis. Metraj kavra-
mim iyi degildir, ama toplasaniz 5 m® yer...

Yatakhane boélimine geldigimizde denizin ortasinda ayni kaderi
paylasan insanlarin, esit sartlarda; ama zor sartlarda yasadigini
g6rilyorsunuz. Ranza tipi yataklarin arasindaki bosluk 50 cm ya
var ya yok. Akbulut, “Eskiden yataklarin alt tarafi brandaydi ve
iple bagliydi. Ben en alttaki yatakta yatardim. Ustteki arkadas da
biraz kiloluydu” diyerek diisiincemi destekliyor. Ciimlesini tamam-
lamasina da gerek kalmiyor zaten.

Geminin en glizel bolimi koprilstl, diger adiyla diimen evi. Ferah,
manzarasi giizel... Geminin sevk ve idaresi buradan yapiliyor. Ust
kattaki koprilstiinde gorevli olan komutan veya vardiya subaylari,
mekanik muharebe sistemiyle diimeni tutan ere, yani serdiimene ta-
limat veriyor. Serdimen de onindeki pusula ve diimeni kumanda
ederek geminin belirlenen rotada gitmesini sagliyor. “Sag sancak,
sol iskele’ denizcilikte 6nemli terimler. Bir de renk kodlari var. San-
cak tarafi yesil, iskele tarafi kirmizi renkle simgeleniyor. Sancak ta-
rafindaki gece seyir feneri yesil, iskele tarafindaki gece seyir feneri
kirmizi renkte yanar ve gece karanliginda gemiler, bu fenerlere ba-
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We passed the first corridor, and arrived at the galley. In this
place, where meals for 55 people were prepared, the words of
Ilhan Akbulut, who had worked on board Yarhisar for 5 years,
became very meaningful. “We all would eat the meal out of the
same pan. The most ideal meal was potato since it was easy to
eat and would keep you full.” Later you come to petty officers
hall. Since living quarters are so limited on board ships, places
are used for several purposes. This recreation hall would be used
as hospital during wars.

When we enter the engine room, our guide said, “Do not be
deceived by the silence of this place. Noise, high temperature, oil
vapor... Normally this is a place of great uproar.” In the past, he
worked in the engine room. No one else could know the past of
such a place better than him. When you go on, you see the
generator room of the ship. There are two diesel generators here.
These machines supply all the power required for the ship. Just
ahead of this place are the cabins of the commander. These
cabins were perceived like five star hotel rooms, although they
were only 5 square meters in total, although I am not so

good at calculations.

When you come to bedrooms, you see that people sharing the
same destiny live under equal but very hard conditions, just in
the middle of the sea. The space between bunk beds are almost
50 cm. Akbulut supports my opinion saying that, “'In the past,
lower parts of beds were made of canvas and tied with ropes.

I would always sleep on the lowest one. The friend of mine
sleeping above me was a little bit fat.” No need to complete his
sentence.

The most beautiful place on board a ship is the bridge, or
wheelhouse. Comfortable with a nice view... The ship was steered
and controlled from here. The commander or watchkeeping
officers serving in the wheelhouse directs the soldier dealing with
the helm that is, helmsman, via mechanical communications
system. Helmsman keeps the ship on her course specified
previously, using the compass and the helm. Starboard means
right and portside means left hand side. Another thing is the
color codes. Starboard is symbolized with green and portside is
symbolized with red. During the night, the starboard is indicated
with green and portside with red lights, so that other ships could
determine the situation of other ships by looking at these lights.

Of course these are classical systems. Now, you can steer the
ship using your computer screen as you sit. You find your
position with the GPS (Global Positioning System) and similar
systems, which transmits all available information to your
computer. But everything in the history has a different place and
importance of course. Just like these ships being steered using
classical system.

At the end of the visit, we came to the ship’s mast. On board
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Necdet Celik, Miize Gemiler Miidiirii // Director of the Museum Ships

Gemilerin gelis hikayesini anlatir misiniz?

Zamanin Donanma Komutani Oramiral Salim Derviso§lu, Kocaeli Valisi ile bir soh-
beti esnasinda boyle bir kiltiirel hizmette bulunmak istedigini ifade etmis. Bu
gdrismenin akabinde teknolojik dmriinii doldurmus olan Gayret'i buraya baglaya-
bileceklerini degerlendirmisler. *Nicin Gayret ve nigin Salim Dervisoglu?’ dediginiz
zaman burada ¢ok dnemli bir 6zellik ortaya cikiyor. Gayret Gemisi’ni Kurmay
Yarbay ritbesiyle 1973 yilinda Amerika’dan alip gelen gemi komutani Salim
Dervisoglu’dur. ik geminin ardindan Hizir Reis, ayni diistinceyle hareket edilerek
getiriliyor. Bdylece bir su Ustii hat gemisiyle, bir denizalti, normal sartlarda
teknolojik olarak iki diismanken burada arkadas oldular.

Kocaeli halkinin gemilere olan ilgisi nasil?

2004 yilinda 20,208, 2005 yilinda 21,452, 2006 yilinda 15 Kasim‘a kadar 18,314
ziyaretcimiz oldu. Her ne kadar rakamlar ilgili gibi gériinliyorsa da bizim arzu
ettigimiz diizeyde dedil. Rakamlari en fazla olusturan degerler, her yil Kocaeli
Universitesi’'ne gelen yeni 6§renciler. Mayis ve haziran aylari iginde okullarda
yapilan el isi, resim gibi sergilerin; ayrica kisisel sergilerin gemimizde yer almasi
etkili oluyor.

Gemilerin bakimini nasil saghyorsunuz?

Milli Savunma Bakanligi ve Deniz Kuvvetleri'ne dayanan bir kredi kapsami igindey-
iz. Yilhk bakim - tutum kredisi kapsaminda, bakim tutum malzemesi geliyor ve bu
isi bizler yapiyoruz.

karak diger geminin pozisyonunu belirler. Ogrenecek ne kadar cok
sey var gergekten.

Bunlar tabii klasik sistemler. Simdi oturdugunuz yerde, bilgisayar
ekranindan gemiyi idare ediyorsunuz. Uzaydaki tiim bilgileri kodla-
yarak bilgisayariniza getiren GPS (Global Pozisyon Sistemi) ve ben-
zeri sistemlerle pozisyonunuzu buluyorsunuz. Ama tarihte var olan
her seyin yeri ayri. Klasik sistemle idare edilen bu gemilerinde.

Gezinin sonunda gemi diredinin yanina geldik. Savas gemilerinde
krom-nikel 6zel bir kutunun icine Kur‘an konur ve dire§in tepesi-
ne monte edilirmis. Yalniz bize 6zgli mii diye sorarsaniz, hayir. Bu
bir denizcilik gelenediymis ve Hristiyanlar da
incillerini koyuyorlarmis. Bunu da bilmiyor-
dum...

iki Diisman Bir Arada

Kocaeli’nde bulunan Gayret ve Hizir Reis, Do-
nanma Komutanhgi’'nin yonetimindeki iki miize
gemi. 1946 yilinda Amerika’da yapilan Gayret,
1973'te Tiirk Donanmasi‘na katilimis. Hizmette
bulundugu 20 yili agkin stire icinde birgok yerde
gorev alan gemi, 1997 yilinda Donanma Komu-
tanhigi, Kocaeli Valiligi ve Kocaeli Biytiksehir
Belediyesi tarafindan miize haline getirilmis.
1952 yilinda yine Amerika’da yapilan Hizir Re-
is Denizaltisi’nin Trk Deniz Kuvvetleri filosuna
dahil edilmesi ise 1983 yilina rasthyor. Aktif
hizmeti 9 Subat 2004'te biten denizalti, ayni yil
Kocaeli’nde sergilenmeye baslamis.
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Could you please tell us the arrival story of the ships?

The Vice Admiral Salim Dervisoglu, Commander of the Turkish Naval Forces in
those days, had expressed his desire to render such a cultural service at the time
of a talk with the Governor of Kocaeli. Immediately after that, they decided that
they could berth Gayret here, for she had completed her service life. If you ask
‘Why Gayret and why Salim Dervisoglu’, a very important feature is coming on
the scene here. The commanding officer that brought Gayret from the USA in
1973 was Salim Dervisoglu as a lieutenant colonel. After the first ship, the
submarine Hizir Reis brought to the same place for the same purpose.
Consequently, a surface vessel and a submarine became friends here, though they
were technologically two enemies under normal conditions.

How is the interest of the people Kocaeli in these ships?

We had 20.208 visitors in 2004, 21.452 visitors in 2005, and 18.314 visitors in
2006 till the 15th of November. Even though the numbers imply that people are
interested in ships, they are not on the level we desire. The factors that constitute
the number of visits are the new students coming to Kocaeli University every year.
Organizing exhibitions like handmade objects, paintings and also personal
exhibitions on the ship in the months of May and June are very effective.

How do you carry out the maintenance of the ships?

We are within the scope of a credit provided by the Ministry of Defense and the Turkish
Naval Forces. Within the scope of the annual maintenance and protection credit,
maintenance and protection materials are supplied and we do the necessary works.

warships, Koran would be placed in a box made of chrome and
nickel and would be fixed on the top of the ship’s mast. If you

ask whether this tradition is peculiar to us or not, no. This is a
general tradition. Christians would put their Bible in a similar
way, as well.

Two Enemies are Together

Gayret and Hizir Reis are two museum ships in Kocaeli under
the management of the Turkish Naval Command. Gayret, built in
the USA in 1946, joined the Turkish Naval Forces in 1973.
More than 20 years, this ship served in very
different places and finally in 1997 was
converted into a museum by the Turkish
Naval Command, Office of the Kocaeli
Governors and the Kocaeli Metropolitan
Municipality. Hizir Reis Submarine was built
in the USA in 1952 and joined the Turkish
Naval Forces in 1983. The submarine was
decommissioned on February 9, 2004 and it
started to be exhibited in Kocaeli in the
same year.

Gayret and Hizir Reis are waiting for their
visitors with all their magnificence. Being in
a military zone disciplined them somehow.
These opposite vessels of seas met in
“peace” here.

Sergeant Erkin accompanied me during my
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ilhan Akbulut, Miize Gemi Miidiirii / Director of the Museum Ship

Yarhisar Gemisi'nin miize olarak holgeye kazandirilmasi siirecini

anlatir misinz?

2005 yilinda Yarhisar Gemisi hizmet disi kaldiktan sonra, Donanma Komutanhg,
Kocaeli Bilyliksehir Belediyesi ve Gélciik Belediyesi ortak bir karar aldi. Deniz
Kuvvetleri Komutanligi‘nin da projeyi onaylamasiyla Tiirkiye’nin karada
konuslanmis ilk su Gstli miize savag gemisi Yarhisar, bolgemize kazandirldi.
Geminin sizin igin manevi hir dnemi de var. Bu konuda bilgi verir misiniz?
Ben, Emekli Astsubayim. Yarhisar, benim ilk gérev yerimdi. 1980-85 yillar
arasinda Izmir'de bu gemiyle gorev yaptim. O yiizden benim icin cok ayr bir
dneme sahip.

Ziyaratgilere sizin rehberlik etmenizin temelinde bu mu yatiyor?

Bir rehber arkadasimiz daha var. Ama ben istiyorum ki gelen misafirlere gemiyi
tanitmanin disinda o duygulari da aktariyim. Denizi ve bu gemiyi bilen bir insan
olarak bdyle bir misyon yiiklendim. Bu sebeple kendim rehberlik etmek i¢in zaman
ayiriyorum ve cok keyif aliyorum.

Bolge halkinin miize gemiye olan ilgisini nasil degerlendiriyorsunuz?
Donanma kenti Gélciik igin bu cok dnemli bir girisim. Halkimiz gemileri merak
ediyordu, ama gezemiyorlardi. Bu gemimizle birlikte vatandaslarimiza, Tiirk deniz-
ciligini, onun objelerini ve gemi yasamini anlatarak bilgi sahibi olmalarini saglaya-
cagiz. Gosterdikleri ilgiden de son derece memnunuz.

Gayret ve Hizir Reis, yan yana salindigi deniz Ustlinde bltlin gor-
kemiyle ziyaretgilerini bekliyor. Askeri bir bdlgede olmalarinin ya-
rattigr hava, onlari da sanki askeri bir disipline sokmus. Denizle-
rin birbirine zit bu iki gemisi, “barig”ta bulusmus.

Miize gemileri gezerken bana refakat eden Erkin Cavus oldu. 119
m boyundaki gemiye adimini atar atmaz selam vererek yoluna de-
vam etti. Gemiyle ilgili olarak giivertesinden itibaren bilgi almaya
basliyorsunuz. 1lk gdrdigiim denizaltilar icin kullanilan su bomba
toplari oldu. Bunlarin lzerinde basing ayarli metre pimleri var.
Pimler ayarlanarak bombanin istenilen derinlikte patlamasi sagla-
niyor. Hizir Reis’in dili olsa da konussa...

igeri girdiginizde Tlrk Donanmasi gemilerinin
siltlerini gdriyorsunuz. Geminin hemen hemen
tim alanlarinda yer alan maketler, giris yapti-
§iniz andan itibaren karsiniza ¢ikiyor. Tiirk de-
nizciliginin tarihteki gelisimini ve Tlirk denizci-
lerin kazandigi zaferleri anlatan bélimler arka
arkaya siralaniyor. Tarihte denizciligin Ug bu-
ylUk zaferi var. Preveze, Koyun Adalari ve Cer-
be. Erkin Cavus omuzunu gdstererek “Apoletle-
rimizde gdrdiigiinliz G¢ beyaz ¢izginin anlami,
bu (g buylik zaferdir.” diyor. Ben yine sasiriyo-
rum. Gemide Atatiirk’le ilgili birgok bdllime
rastliyorsunuz. Ama bence en ilginci Atatlirk’(in
el yazisi ile Adatepe ve Zafer muhriplerini ziya-
ret ettigi zaman yazdigi yazilar. Atatlirk’iin
Gllcemal Yati’nda cekilmis fotografi esas ali-
narak yapilimig bir verteksi, fotograflarindan ve
sézlerinden olusan bir bélim ile isim verdigi ge-
milerin bilgileri de Gayret’in icinde yer aliyor.

Could you please tell us about the process of converting Yenihisar into a
museum?

In 2005, after Yenihisar was removed from active service, Turkish Naval Command,
Kocaeli Metropolitan Municipality and Golcuk Municipality had taken a common
decision. With the approval of the project by the Naval Forces Commander, she was
converted into a museum for the first time in Turkey.

The ship also has a spiritual importance for you. Could you please provide us
with some information abhout her?

I'm a retired noncommissioned officer. Yarhisar was my first duty station. I served
on board this ship between 1980 and 1985 in Izmir. That’s why she has a special
importance for me.

Is this the reason why you became a guide for this museum?

We have one more friend working as a guide for this ship. Yet, I want to tell about
those feelings I had while I was working aboard, in addition to introducing the ship to
the guests. As a man who knows both this ship and the sea, I have undertaken a
mission like this. That’s why I spare myself the time to guide and I get great pleasure.

How do you evaluate the interest of the local people in the museum ship?

This is a very important initiative for Golcuk as a naval city. Our people were
curious about the ships, but they weren’t able to see them. With this ship, we will
provide our citizens with the chance to learn about them by explaining them the life
at sea, its objects and the life on board ships. We are also extremely pleased with
the interest received.

visit on board the museum ships. He went on his way by saluting
as soon as embarking the ship that is 119 meters in length.

It was also a tradition... You can begin getting information
beginning from deck of the ship. The first thing I saw was water
bomb gun. There were pressure regulated meter pins on them.
Adjusting the pins accordingly, bombs detonated in the required
depth. If only Hizir Reis would be alive and tell all about these
things herself...

When you enter the room, you see plates of ships of the Turkish
Naval Force. Scale models placed almost in
all areas of the ship meet you from the
moment you enter the ship. Section about
the development of the Turkish Navy
throughout the history and the victories of

| the Turkish sailors are exhibited in a
sequence. There are three great naval
victories in the Turkish history. These are
Preveze, Koyun Adalari and Cerbe. Sergeant
Erkin said by showing his shoulder “‘Three
white lines seen on our epaulets symbolize
these great victories”. I’'m surprised again.
You see many sections relating to Ataturk on
board the ship. But, I think the most
interesting things are texts written by
Ataturk with his own handwriting when he
visited Adatepe and Zafer destroyers.

A vertex of Ataturk produced based on
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Geminin kdprilstl, savas harekat merkezi, komutan kamarasi,
makine dairesi, mutfagi ve camasirhanesi orijinal sekliyle muhafa-
za edilmis. Bu boéliimlerde gemi personelini temsilen cansiz man-
kenler yer aliyor. ilk an gercek olmadigini anlamiyorsunuz. Sonra
alistyorsunuz. Savas Harekat Merkezi’‘nde biraz daha fazla zaman
gecirdim. Giinkl yine dikkatimi ¢eken bir ayrinti oldu. Bu merkez,
herhangi bir savas durumunda komutanlarin olaya miidahale etti-
gi yer. Odanin kdsesinde camli bir béliim var. Onun kargisinda da
komutanin masasi. Radarlardan, sonarlardan elde edilen tim ve-
riler camin arkasindaki askere iletiliyormus. Tersten yazma kabi-
liyeti olan bu asker, bilgileri yazarak (tabii komutan bdylece diiz-
den okuyor) komutana iletiyor ve komutan da kararlari verip ge-
miyi yonlendiriyormus. Eminim bunu bilmeyen birileri vardir.

87 m boyunda 2 bin ton adirliginda Hizir Reis ise, gezimde beni
en ¢ok heyecanlandiran gemi oldu. Hayatinda kag insan denizalti
gezebilir ki. Bunun mimkiin olmasi son derece dnemli bir firsat.
Aydinliktan karanlida kisa bir gegis, denizaltina girmek. Denizin
altinda olup bunu hissetmemek ise gercekten 6zel bir duygu. Ge-
minin icinde uzay mekiginde ilerliyormussunuz hissine kapilyorsu-
nuz. Yer gekimi konusu da sizin hayal giiciiniize kalmis.

Bu denizaltinda yaklasik 85 kisi kaliyormus. Bunu, gemiyi gérme-
yen birine nasil anlatsam bilemiyorum, ama 52 yil Tiirk Donanma-
si‘na hizmet veren bu denizalti, gergekten biyilik bir is basarmis.
Batarya dairesindeki durum, denizaltinin canli bir varlikmis gibi
algilanmasina neden oluyor. Denizin altinda oksijen bulunmadigi
icin, bu bataryalar sarj ediliyor. Pervanelerin ddnmesi, batarya-
larda depolanmig elektrik sayesinde oluyor. Elektrik bittigi zaman
ise denizaltinin yukari ¢ikip snorkel yaparak bataryalari tekrar
sarj etmesi gerekiyor. Nefes aliyor yani... Bir denizaltinin 6zellik-
lerinin anlatildigi kisa film sunumu ise, bu geminin nasil ylizdGgu-
ni merak edenler igin son derece aciklayici.

Ziyaretcilerin en cok merak ettigi kisimlardan biri periskoplarin bu-
lundugu ve komutanin gemiyi idare ettigi santral-kule bélimi. Ben
de merakimi gidermek icin yan yana duran iki periskoptan birini ter-
cih edip, disariya baktim. Mercegin 6niinli ara ara dalgalar kapatir-
ken berrak bir gokytiziinde ugan martilari gérdiim. “Bu ne perisko-
bu?” diye sordugum Erkin Cavus, “taarruz’ dedi. Yizimde hafif
bir giilimse belirdi. Ardindan, kuslari izlemeye devam ettim... &
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a picture taken aboard Gulcemal Yacht, a section composed of
his photographs and sayings, and information about ships named
by Ataturk himself are all included in Gayret.

The bridge, war operations room, commander’s cabin, engine
room, and galley as well as the laundry are protected in their
original form. In these sections, mannequins are placed to
represent the ship’s crew. You cannot understand that they are
not real at the first sight. After awhile, you get accustomed to
them. I spent some movre time in war operations room because

I noticed a detail again. This center is a place to interfere in any
situation for commanders in case of a war. There is a corner
covered with glass in the room. Commander’s table is jut
opposite of it. Getting all data from radars and sonars were
transmitted to the soldier behind the window. Being able to write
the words in reverse order (of course captain reads words in the
normal order in this way) he would transmit to the commander
the latest situation, so that he could direct the ship accordingly.
I’'m sure that there are people who did not know this.

Hizir Reis that is 87 meters in length and 2 thousand tons in
weight is the ship that excited me mostly. How many people can
walk around a submarine in his life? It is extremely a great
chance that it is possible. A short passage from the light into the
darkness. Being under the sea and feeling this is really a special
feeling. In a submarine you feel that you are in a spacecraft.
Gravity is left to your imagination.

There were nearly 85 people serving in this submarine. I do not
know how to explain this to someone, who has never seen a
submarine but I am sure that this submarine succeeded a great
job serving for the Turkish Naval Forces for 52 years. The
situation in battery department makes the feeling of the ship as a
living creature. Since there exists no oxygen under the sea, these
batteries are charged. The propellers are driven with the
electricity stored in batteries. When the electricity is consumed
the submarine needs to go up and charge them again. It breathes
in other words... The short film presentation that explains a
submarine’s features is quite explanatory for those who are
curious about how submarines operate.

The part the visitors are mostly curious about is the
central-tower where the periscopes exist and the commander
commands the ship. To satisfy my interest I have chosen one of
the periscopes that are side-by-side and looked through it.

I saw the gulls flying in the clear sky while the waves were
closing front of the lens rarely. Sergeant Erkin, to whom I asked
what that periscope was used for, told me that it was an attack
periscope. A slight smile appeared on my face. After then,

I continued on watching the gulls... B



