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This month, we will travel to the ancient Ionia...

Before we hegin our journey through the history of Ephesus, it would be unfair not to touch on what the

historian Strobon wrote.

Efendim, bu ay ki yolculuumuz antik Ionia’da...

Efesin tarihinde yolculugumuza baslamadan evvel tarih¢i Strobon’un yazdiklarina deginmeden gegcmek

haksizlik olur.

t times when Ephesus was also known with the name
A Smyrna, the Ephesians neighbored the Smyrnaians. Even

the poet Kallinos calls the Ephesians as Smyrnaians. The
prayer to Zeus is one of the best examples of it:

"“"Mercy the Smyrnaians. Remember, if ever the Smyrnaians
burnt up beautiful thighs of oxen in sacrifice to thee.”

According to the legends, “Smyrna” was an Amazonian, who
captured Ephesus at the time. Both the city and the residents
of the city were called after her since that time.

Even though it has frequently been asserted that it was the name
of an Amazon, recent studies revealed that its origins possibly
went back to Apasa (or Abasa), the capital of the Arzawa
country, and that it changed to Aphesos as from the beginning
of the second century in the course of time.

Let’s continue our journey in the history by touching on the
foundation legends of Ephesus.

The foundation of the city at times when the Greek reigned was
told with a legend. Androklos, son of Athens, wanted to found a
city on the coasts of the Aegean that he admired very much.

As customary at the time, he consulted an oracle. The oracle told
him that a fish and a boar would show the way to him. Days
later, parallel to the oracle’s prediction, while frying, a fish fell
down from the pan, irritating a hiding boar behind the bushes.
The feared boar escaped immediately, and Androklos followed
the boar and founded the city of Ephesus in the place where he
had killed the boar, in other words, near the Koressos harbor,
where the Cayster River (locally known as “Kucuk Menderes” or
“[ittle Meander”) flows into a somewhat large bay.
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skiden Ephesos’a da Smyrna dendigi zamanlarda Ephesoslu-
E lar Smyrnali’larla komsuydular. Hatta tarihci Kallinos bir

yerde Ephesoslu’lar yerine Smyrnali’lar diyor. Zeus’a yapti-
g1 kutsal dua da bunun en gilizel 6rneklerinden biri:

“Smyrnali’lara merhamet et. Smyrnali’larin, glizel 6kiiz butlarini
daima senin icin yakarak adak sunduklarini unutma.”

Soylencelere bakilacak olursa “Smyrna’’ vaktiyle Ephesos’u ele
geciren bir Amazon’dur. O zamandan beri hem kent, hem de kent-
liler onun ismi ile aniimistir.

Her ne kadar adinin bir Amazon’dan geldigi séylenmis olsa da son
incelemeler, kdkeninin biylk ihtimalle Hitit ve Misir kaynaklarin-
da gecen Arzawa llkesinin baskenti Apasa oldugu ve bu ismin
2.ylzyilin baslarindan itibaren Aphesos seklini aldigini ortaya ¢i-
kariyor.

Ephesos’un kurulus efsanelerinden séz ederek tarihin icerisindeki
yolculugumuza devam edelim;

Yunanli’larin hiikiim stirdtigli donemde kentin kurulusu da bir ef-
sane ile anlatiimaktadir.

Atina krali Kodros’un cesur oglu Androklos ¢cok bedendigi Ege ki-
yilarinda bir sehir kurmak ister. O vakitler moda oldugu Ulzere he-
men bir kahine danigir. Kahin de, kentin yerini bir baligin isaret
edecegdini ve bir yaban domuzunun yol gosterecek oldugunu soyler.
Gel zaman, git zaman kehanet gerceklesir. Androklos’un kizart-
mak i¢in tavaya koydugu baliklardan biri ¢alilara sigrayinca, bu-
rada saklanan yaban domuzunu trkitir. Urken domuzu takip
eden Androklos durdugu anda onu yakalayarak 6ldirtr. 1§te ken-
tini tam da bu noktaya kurar. Yani Kiiclik Menderes nehrinin bu-
ylkce bir kérfeze dokildigl donemlerde, Koressos liman kiyisina.



Ancient theatre for30,000 people
30,000 kisilik antik tiyatro

The fact that they venerated fish and boar and used these
symbols on the coins they struck indicates that this legend was
very important for the Ephesians.

The traces relating to the oldest settlement in Ephesos and
environs dating back to 5,000 BC were found to the south of the
Magnesia gate.

Subsequently, as the alluvium brought by the river filled the
harbor, the city was moved further to the east. It is known that
this settlement was located around the Artemis Temple built in
the 9" century BC, where subsequently new ones were built.

Nothing remains as it is for very long. This fact has always been
confirmed throughout the pages of the history. In 546 BC, the
Ionia civilization was invaded by the Persians. Ephesus spent
these periods with the fear and pressure of the Persians.

Ephesians did not participate in the battle against the Persians.
Even though the Persian King Xerxes ravaged all cities, he did
not damage the Artemis Temple of the Ephesians, perhaps due to
the fact that they did not participate in the battle.

This fearful and strained period would last until 334 BC, when
Alexander the Great overthrew the Persian sovereignty in
Asia Minor.

Domitianus Square // Domitianus Meydani

Bu sdylencenin Ephesoslu’lar icin ne denli dnemli oldugu balik ve
yaban domuzunu kutsal saymalari ve tedavil ettikleri sikkelerde
bu sembolleri kullanmalarindan da anlasilir.

1.0 5 bin yillarina dayanan Ephesos ve cevresinin en eski yerlesi-
mine ait izler Magnesia kapisinin giineyinde bulunmustur.

Sonralari nehrin getirdigi allivyonlarin limani doldurmaya basla-
maslyla kent daha doguya tasinir. Bu yerlesimin ise 1.0 9.yuizyilda
olusturulan ve zamanla Uzerine yenileri insa edilen Artemis Tapi-
nadi cevresinde oldugu bilinmektedir.

Hicbir sey durdugu yerde durmaz. Tarihin sayfalarinda gezindikge
bu séylemin dogrulugu da kendisini hep teyit eder. I0 546 yilina
gelindiginde fonia uygarhigi Pers istilasina ugrar. Ephesos bu do-
nemleri hep Pers korkusu ve baskisi altinda gegirir.

State Agora // Devlet Agorasi
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Arkadius Street - Port Path // Arkadius Caddesi - Liman Yolu

Following the death of Alexander the Great, the city passed
under the rule of one of his generals, Lysimakhos. During that
period, the river continued depositing alluvium, the harbor
turned into a swamp, and malaria started breaking out
everywhere in the city. Thereupon, the Commander Lysimakhos
rebuilt the city in the valley between Mount Pion (“Panayir
Dagi”’) and Mount Koressos (“'Bulbuldagi” or “Mount
Nightingale”), where the ruins of the city were found. Even
though Lysimakhos wanted to change the name of the city to
Arsinoeia, referring to his wife Arsione, the Ephesians did not
accept it. The new settlement continued to be called with the
same name.

Having gone under the rule of the Roman Empire along with a big
portion of Asia Minor by 133 BC, Ephesus enjoyed its “'Golden
Age” between years 1 and 4 AD. The city became the capital of
the Province of Asia during the reign of the Emperor Augustus,
and consequently prospered to a large extent. Strobon mentioned
about it in his book. One of the most important evidence of this
fact is that the Governor of Rome resided in Ephesus. The city

Theatre Street // Tiyatro Caddesi

Perslerle yapilan bu savasa Ephesoslu’lar katilmaz. Pers krali
Kserkses de biitiin kentleri yakip yikmasina ragmen savasa destek
vermemeleri nedeni ile olsa gerek, Ephesoslu’larin Artemis tapina-
gina dokunmaz.

Bu korkulu ve gergin dénem Bliytk iskender’in Anadolu’daki Pers
egemenligine son verdigi 10 334 yilina dek siirecektir.

Biiylik Iskender’in dlimiinden sonra ise; kente, generallerinden
Lysimakhos hakim olur. Bu dénemde nehir allivyonlar getirmeyi
stirdiirmis, liman artik bir batakhga déniismis, sitma kentin her
yerinde bas gostermeye baslamistir. Bunun Uzerine Kumandan
Lysimakhos bugiin kalintilarin bulundugu yerde Panayir dagi ve
Bulbil dagr arasindaki vadiye kenti yeniden insa ettirir.

Lysimakhos yeniden yarattigi kente karisi Arsinoe’ye atfen Arsino-
eia adini vermek isterse de Ephesoslul’ar buna razi gelmez. Yeni
kurulan bu yer de yine ayni adla anilmaya devam edilir.

0 133"ten itibaren Anadolu’nun biyiik bir kismi ile birlikte Roma
imparatorlugu egemenligine giren Ephesos IS 1. ve 4. yillar ara-
sinda “Altin Cagini”yasar. imparator Augustus déneminde Asia
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TRAVEL // GEZ1

Hermes Embosses // Hermes Kabartmalari

witnessed significant construction activities particularly during

the reigns of the emperors Traianus and Hadrianus. Monuments

with highly ornamented fagade, like Celcus library, were all built
in that period. Ephesus thus became the fourth biggest city after
Rome, Antioch (Antakya), and Alexandria.

When we move further in the history, we see that Ephesos began
losing its importance in the 4th century due to a number of
reasons: Ephesos harbor was destroyed due to an earthquake and
filled with alluvium, malaria broke out, and the city center was
moved to another location. Having enjoyed its last prosperous
days during the reign of Seljuks, Ephesos today is located within
the settlement area of the Seljuk town. The city lost its
importance completely in the Ottoman period.

The Celcus Library, Hadrianus Temple, Theatre Street, and the
Church of Virgin Mary are among important historical heritages
located in this ancient city. Let us end this brief historical
account with some information about the Celcus Library, which
still stands erect with all its magnificence in this ancient city.

The function of this building, which is one of the most
magnificent structures in Ephesus, has been proven with an
inscription. The building was built by Gaius Iulius Aquilla in
106-107 AD to the honor of Gaius Iulius Celcus Polemaeanus,
the Asia Proconsul (provincial governor in Ancient Rome), and
according to the records, it was destroyed as a result of a fire in
262 AD. This incident is told in inscriptions on the stairs of the
library in Latin and Greek.

There are niches on the walls, which served as shelves for book
rolls, and a marble sarcophagus for Celcus in a room behind the
building. Sometimes, some historical works express themselves
easily, without requiring much word about them. Ephesus is also
such a magical place. We wish that everyone would have the
chance to see this magnificent ancient city.
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Celcus Library // Celcus Ki

pligi e

Eyaletinin bagkenti olan kent zenginlesir. Strobon kitabinda bun-
dan da séz etmektedir. Konu ile ilgili en dnemli gdstergelerden
birisi ise Roma valisinin Ephesos’da ikamet etmesidir.

Kent o6zellikle imparator Traianus ve Hadrianus dénemlerinde
o6nemli yapi faaliyetlerine sahne olur. Celcus kitapligi gibi stsli
cepheli anitlar hep bu dénemde insa edilir. Kent Roma, Antakya
ve Iskenderiye’den sonra 4. biiytik kent haline gelir.

4.ylizyilda deprem sebebiyle tahrip olan Ephesos limanin dolmasi,
sitmanin bas gdstermesi ve kent merkezinin yerinin kaydiriimasi
gibi nedenlerle eski dnemini yitirmeye baslar.

Selguklular doneminde son parlak gilinlerini yasayan Ephesos bu-
glinkii Selcuk ilgesinin yerlesim yerindedir. Osmanlilar déneminde
ise Onemini tamamen yitirir.

Celcus Kitapligi, Hadrianus Tapinadi, Tiyatro caddesi, Meryem
Ana kilisesi bu antik kentte yer alan ve énem arz eden tarihi eser-
ler arasinda yer alirlar. Antik kentin bugiin tiim ihtisamiyla ayak-
ta duran yapisi Celcus kitapligindan sz ederek tarihgeye nokta
koyalim.

Ephesos’un en gérkemli yapilarindan olan bu kitliphanenin islevi
bir yazitla kanitlanmistir. Yapi Gaius Iulius Aquilla tarafindan
[.S. 106-107 yillarinda Asia prokonsiilii (Roma déneminde eyalet
valisi) olan Gaius Iulius Celcus Polemaeanus onuruna 1.S. 115-
117 yillari arasinda yaptirilmis olup kayitlara gére, 262 yilinda
bir yanginla tahrip olmustur. Bu olay kitapligin merdivenlerinde
Latince ve Grekce yazitlar ile de anlatiimaktadir.

Duvarlarda kitap rulolarinin korundugu nisler, yapinin arkasinda-
ki bir odada da Celcus’un gomdiili oldugu bir mermer lahit bulun-
maktadir. Kimi zaman gdériilen bazi tarihi yapitlarda fazlaca
s6ze gerek kalmadan eser kendisini anlatir. Ephesos da iste boy-
le blylli bir yer. Herkesin bu tarihi kenti gérmek sansina sahip
olmasi dilegiyle.
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KALITELI - GUVENLI - SURATLI - KESINTISIZ HIZMET

RYAKIT TESISLERINDE KILAVUZLUK VE ROMORKAJ HIZMETLERI

|VE HARAMIDERE A
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R
2 13 KILAVUZ KAPTAN
3 X ROMORKOR
(1 ADET 55 TON, 2 ADET 30 TEIH}
1 X KILAVUEZ BOTU 1
2 X PALAMAR BOTU

1 X HIZMET TEKMESI .
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