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THE SEA OF VAN IN OUR DREAMS
HAYALIMIZDEKI VAN DENIizI

The Lake Van, locally known as the ““Van Denizi”’ or Sea of Van, is the 5" largest lake in Europe, and is

located in a very important geographical region, where it provides great advantages to the natural and

climatic features of the Southeastern Anatolia Region.

Avrupa’nin 5. hiiyiik golii olma dzelligine sahip olan, Dogu Anadolu Bolgesi’nin dogal yapisi ve iklimi acisindan

getirdigi kazanimlarla ¢cok dnemli hir cografi yapida bulunan Van Gélii, bilingsiz yapilasma, atiklar, géliin

disariya akisinin bulunmamasi ve kendini yenileyememesi nedeniyle kirlilige maruz kalyor.

owever, the lake is exposed to pollution due to unplanned
H development, and the fact that the Lake has no external

connections and consequently its failure to renew itself. Not
only the Lake Van, but also the endemic Pearl Mullet is in danger
of extinction. Unless the required measures are taken immediately,
this fish species will become extinct within 10 to 15 years.

In this context, Turkish Marine Environment Protection
Association (TURMEPA) set off under the patronage of Assoc.
Prof. Dr. Huseyin Celik, the Turkish Minister of National
Education), to draw attention to the pollution of the Lake Van, to
raise consciousness of the people, and to pioneer the cleaning
activities on May 9-10.

A cleaning campaign was
organized under the name

“"Sea of Van Coastal Cleaning
Campaign” within the
framework of the event held with
the participation of the Turkish
Minister of National Education
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Huseyin Celik,
TURMEPA Honorary Founding
Chairman Rahmi M. Koc, Yapi
Kredi Bank’s General Manager
Tayfun Bayazit who provides
support to the Limitless Blue
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aybolma tehlikesiyle karsi karsiya olan sadece Van Goli dedil,
K ayni zamanda yoreye ve géle 6zgii inci Kefali. Gerekli dnlem-

ler alinmadigi takdirde 10-15 yil sonra bu balik tiriinin de
soyu tiikenecek.

Bu baglamda Deniztemiz Dernedi (TURMEPA), Milli Egitim Baka-
ni Dog. Dr. Hiiseyin Celik himayesinde Van Goli’niin kirliligine dik-
kat ¢ekmek, halki bilinglendirmek ve temizlik ¢alismalarina dnciiliik
etmek amaciyla, 9-10 Mayis tarihleri arasinda yola ¢ikti.

9 Mayis’ta Milli Egitim Bakani Dog. Dr. Hiiseyin Celik, Turmepa
Onursal Kurucu Bagkani Rahmi M. Kog, Sinirsiz Mavi Projesi des-
tekgisi Yapi Kredi Bankasi Genel Miidirli Tayfun Bayazit ve tim
Turmepa Ydnetim Kurulu lyelerinin de katilimiyla gerceklestirilen
etkinlik cercevesinde “Van Denizi
Kiyr Temizligi” yapildi ve “*Van De-
nizi‘ni Yasatalim” kampanyasi da-
hilindeki toren esliginde Van Vak-
fi‘'na bir “Deniz Stliplrgesi” hediye
edildi.

Térene katilanlar arasinda Adalet
ve Kalkinma Partisi Van Milletve-
killeri Giillsen Orhan, Kayhan Turk-
menoglu, CHP Antalya Milletvekili
Hiisnii Gélli, AKP Istanbul eski



We know the world seas...
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Project, and all members of the Board of Directors of TURMEPA.
A sea cleaner was donated to the Van Foundation during a
ceremony held within the scope of “'Let’s Save Sea of Van”
campaign. Among the participants of the ceremony were Van MPs
of the Justice and Development Party (AKP) Gulsen Orhan,
Kayhan Turkmenoglu, the Republican People’s Party (CHP) MP
Husnu Collu, AKP Istanbul ex-MP Cengiz Kaptanoglu, AKP
Istanbul MP Omer Dincer, Undersecretary for Maritime Affairs
Hasan Naiboglu, Istanbul Regional Director of the
Undersecretariat for Maritime Affairs Cemalettin Sevli, IMEAK
Chamber of Shipping Assembly Chairman Erol Yucel, Van Mayor
Burhan Yenigun, and Beyoglu Mayor Ahmet Misbah Demircan.

In his speech he delivered at the ceremony, TURMEPA Chairman of
the Board of Directors Esref Cerrahoglu said they invited all citizens
to participate in the campaign initiated to clean the coastal areas of
the Lake Van on May 9, 2008, and to continue this initiative. He
also emphasized the importance of taking urgent measures.

Istanbul Regional Director of the Undersecretariat for Maritime
Affairs Cemalettin Sevli stated that they would provide training
seminars aimed at prevention of pollution. “*We have started the
cleaning activities with a sea cleaner. This boat collects solid and
liquid wastes and will clean the entire coast of the Lake Van. This
boat will be delivered to Van Foundation.”

At the end of the ceremony, Minister of National Education
Huseyin Celik and Vann Governor Ozdemiz Cakacak gave gifts to
participants. Minister Celik presented a Van Kilim to Rahmi Koc,
the Honorary Chairman of TURMEPA. Furthermore, awards were
presented to the students at the poetry, essay and painting contests
organized among the primary education schools in Van with the
theme “The Lake Van in My Dreams” within the scope of the
"Limitless Blue” project.

Van, where the blue and green meet

The guests participated in a trip to Van Fortress and Tuspa City,
an antique city mainly under the ground and locally known as Eski
Sehir (0ld City), under the guidance of a guide within the
framework of the event. It was great to view the setting sun behind
the snow-capped mountains, while the ocean-like blue color of the
lake becomes a united whole with the untouched green plain. On
the second day of the trip, participants visited Akdamar Island and
Akdamar Church, and then went to Cicekli location as the guest of
the Mayor Yilmaz Kilic. Having entertained his guests in Golbasi
district, Kilic offered herby cheese, lavas, which is thin crispy pita
like bread, and ayran.
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Milletvekili Cengiz Kaptanoglu, AKP istanbul Milletvekili Omer
Dinger, Denizcilik Miistesari Hasan Naiboglu, Denizcilik Mistesari
istanbul Bélge Mudirii Cemalettin Sevli, IMEAK DTO Meclis Bag-
kani Erol Yicel, Van Belediye Baskani Burhan Yenigiin, Beyoglu
Belediye Baskani Ahmet Misbah Demircan da hazir bulundu.

Torende konusan TURMEPA Ydnetim Kurulu Bagkani Esref Cerra-
hoglu, tlim vatandaslart 9 Mayis 2008 tarihinde Van Golu kiyilari-
na temizlemek lzere baslatilan bu harekete katilmaya ve bu girisi-
mi devam ettirmeye ¢adirdiklarini séyledi, acil énlemler alinmasi ge-
rektigine de dikkat gekti.

Denizcilik Miistesari istanbul Bélge Midiirii Cemalettin Sevli kirli-
ligi 6nlemek Uzere egitim seminerleri verilecegini soyleyerek, "Te-
mizlige deniz siiplirgesi ile basladik. Bu siipiirge kati ve sivi atiklari
aliyor ve kiyl boyunca Van'in her tarafina gidiyor. Bu tekne Van
Vakfi'na teslim edilecek. “ seklinde konustu.

Térenin sonunda, Milli Egitim Bakani Hiseyin Celik ve Van Valisi
Ozdemir Cakacak katilimcilara gesitli hediyeler verdi. Térene kati-
lan Deniztemiz Dernegi Onursal Bagkani Rahmi Kog’a Vali Ozdemir
Cakacak tarafindan plaket hediye edilirken, Bakan Celik tarafindan
da Van Kilimi hediye edildi. Ayrica térende “Sinirsiz Mavi’’ projesi
kapsaminda Van’daki ilkdgretim okullari arasinda yapilan “Haya-
limdeki Van G&li” adli siir, kompozisyon ve resim yarismalarinda
dereceye giren 6grencilere de odilleri verildi.

Mavi ile Yesilin Bulustugu Van

Téren sonrasinda etkinlik kapsaminda misafirlere rehber esliginde
Van Kalesi gezdirildi ve Eski Sehir diye anilan, cogunlukla toprak
altinda olan eski adiyla Tugpa sehri gésterildi. Van Goli’nlin dur-
gun bir okyanusu andiran mavisi, dokunulmamis yesil ovayla bi-
tlnlesirken, karli daglarin ardindan giinesin batarken biraktigi ki-
zillik ise gorilmeye degerdi. Gezinin ikinci gliinli ise Akdamar Ada-
si ve Akdamar Kilisesi’nin gezilmesinin ardindan, Belediye Baska-
ni Yilmaz Kilig'in davetlisi olarak Gigekli Beldesi‘ne gidildi. Misa-
firlerini Gélkasi Mahallesi'nde agirlayan Kilig, davetlilere otlu
peynir, lavas ekmedi ve ayran ikram etti. Beldede geleneksel Van
evleri gezildi. Eski AKP Istanbul Milletvekili Cengiz Kaptanoglu
beldeye giyim esyasi satmaya gelen pazarlamacidan tim malze-
melerini 14 bin YTL'ye alarak belde halkina dagitti. Deniz Ticaret
Odasi Meclis Bagkani Erol Yiicel de, Gicekli beldesi halkinin mi-
safirperverligine hayran olduklarini belirterek, Cigekli'den 5'i kiz
toplam 10 6grencinin Istanbul'da 3 aylik ingilizce egitim masrafi-
ni Ustlenmeye hazir oldugunu soyledi. B
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