PORT // LIMAN

AKPORT PROCEEDS
WITH FIRM STEPS
AKPORT EMIN ADIMLARLA ILERLIYOR

Fuat Ozbekli

he infrastructure works for the 38-km railway project
T between Tekirdag-Muratli, which is scheduled to be
finished in April 2008, at Akport are about to be
completed. The port became one of the most important ports in
Turkey as a result of the investments made in the last 10 years.
Because the entire project is connected with the Marmaray
project, it will not be completed in April, but in December.

Fuat Ozbekli, General Manager and the Member of the Board of
Directors of Akport, says the project for the railway connection
between Tekirdag and Muratli would provide many advantages.
The project will first enable transportation of cargoes from
Anatolia and Aegean regions to Europe, by carrying them from
Bandirma and Derince to Tekirdag by rail. Thus, the railway
connection from Asia to Europe will begin

Ozbekli also stated that the capacity would also increase, adding
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Marmara grows and it has further growth potential. While
establishing ports in the region, the transshipment facilities
should also be planned along with the domestic market.

A port relying solely on transshipment is synonymous with
risk. Logistics alternatives should also be investigated,

and if there is enough space for expansion, the priority
should be given to existing ports, otherwise, supports should
he provided to new investors.

Marmara hiiyiiyor ve daha da hiiyiime potansiyeli var. Bolgeye
liman yapilirken, i¢ pazarla birlikte aktarma imkanlari da
planlanmali. Yalnizca aktarmaya bagimh hir liman riskle
esanlamhdir. Lojistik alternatifler de gozden gecirilerek,
genislemeye acik alan varsa onceligi mevcut limanlara yonelik
tesvige vermek, eger yer yoksa yeni yatinnmcilara destek
saglamak gerekli.

on 10 yilda gerceklestirdigi yatirimlarla Tirkiye’nin en
S énemli limanlarindan biri haline gelen Akport’un 2008 Ni-

san ay! icerisinde tamamlanmasi planlanan Tekirdag-Murat-
[I arasindaki 38 km’lik demiryolu projesinin altyapi ¢alismalari
bitmek Uzere. Projenin tamami Marmaray ile baglantili oldugu
icin Nisan ayinda degil, ancak Aralik ayinda bitecek.

Akport Genel Midiirii ve Yénetim Kurulu Uyesi Fuat Ozbekli, Te-
kirdag-Muratli arasindaki demiryolu projesinin birgok getirisinin
olacagini ifade ediyor. Proje, ilk olarak, Bandirma ve Derince’den
Tekirdag’a taginacak vagonlarla, Anadolu ve Ege bdlgesindeki
mallarin Avrupa’ya ulasmasini saglayacak. Bdylece Asya’dan Av-
rupa’ya demiryolu baglantisi baslamis olacak.

Ozbekli, kapasitenin de artacagini belirtiyor ve “Su anda Haydar-
pasa ile Sirkeci arasinda yilda 50,000 vagon tasiniyor. Bu tasima
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Some 2007 figures from port:

Limanda 2007 yilina ait bazi rakamlar:
Imports // Ithalat 11,086,761 tons
Exports // ihracat : 203,17 tons
Home trade // Dahili kabotaj : 163,921 tons
Total number of vessels called

Gelen toplam gemi adedi

: 538 adet

that “‘Currently, total of 50,000 railway cars are
transported between Sirkeci and Haydarpasa every
year. Because this is not conducted professionally, the
demand for railways is rather low. The importance of
the project is that Akport is the only port with railway
connection on the European side.”

Drawing attention to the fact that port constructions
were a long process considering the legal procedures
and construction works, Ozbekli said, “‘There are some
ports that have not been able to drive even a single
nail even though 2-3 years have passed. When we
consider them, I believe that Akport has already taken
a long way. Actually, the roads should have been
constructed during the construction of the port.

We are late in that respect. When all roads have been
completed, our port will become a complete and
professional port.”

Stating that the number of the ferries, whose number
increased to 9 as from the new year, providing shuttle
services in the Tekirdag-Bandirma, Tekirdag-Erdek
and Tekirdag-Karabiga lines would be increased in
case of a demand, Fuat Ozbekli said. They also
encouraged opening of the Tekirdag-Korfez Ro-Ro line
planned to be started in the region. Thus, the road

Major Cargoes Handled
at the Port:
Limana Elleclenen
Belli Bash Yiikler:

* Glass Sand // Cam Kumu
* Soda
* Fertilizer // Gibre
* Wheat // Bugday
* Sunflower // Aygicek
* Bran // Kepek
e Salt// Tuz
* Bentonite
e Flour // Un
e Liquid oil // Siviyag
* Caustic Soda // Kostik Soda
e Acetic Acid // Asetik Asit
* Bentonite // Bentonit
* Coal // Komiir
e Scrap paper // Hurda Kagit
® Roll Paper and // Rulo Kagit
* Project Cargoes //

Proje Yikleri

profesyonel olmadigi icin demiryollari-
na talep diistik. Projenin 6nemi, Avrupa
tarafinda demiryolu baglantili tek liman
olmasi.” seklinde konusuyor.

Yasal prosediirler ve ingsaat yapimi goz
6nlnde bulunduruldugunda, liman yapi-
minin uzun bir stre¢ olduguna dikkat
ceken Ozbekli, “Su anda 2-3 yil gegme-
sine ragmen bir ¢ivi dahi ¢akmamis li-
manlar var. Onlari dislinince Akport
olarak cok iyi yol aldigimiza inaniyo-
rum. Esasinda limani yaparken yollari-
nin da yapilmasi gerekirdi, biz de o aglI-
dan ge¢ kaldik. Yollarin tamami bitti-
ginde limanimiz her yoniyle eksiksiz ve
profesyonel bir liman olacak.” diyor.

Yilbagindan itibaren sayisi dokuza ¢i-
kan ve Tekirdag-Bandirma, Tekirdag-
Erdek, Tekirdag-Karabiga hatlarinda
karsilikli seferler diizenleyen feribotla-
rin, talep oldugu takdirde artabilecegini
soyleyen Fuat Ozbekli, bélgede aciimasi
planlanan yeni Ro-Ro hatlari konusun-
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traffic will relieve in Marmara, and opening of the Eastern-
Western line would provide advantages to those transporting
chemicals, and to exporters and importers. Ozbekli added that
they encouraged the Ro-Ro operators to operate at Akport.

Akport had commenced the second stage of the construction
works at Tekirdag Port in November 2007, and the works are
scheduled to be completed by the end of 2008. A quay with 350
meters of berthing length and 14-meter water depth will increase
the berthing length of the port to 2 km, with a draft ranging
between 8 and 14 meters. Ozbekli said, “'Because of the wide
variety of cargoes carried by vessels, we need ample berthing
places and cranes. We handle approximately 1,600,000 tons of
bulk cargoes. In other words, we have a considerable business
volume. Current capacity of our port is 250,000 containers.”

Stating that they build waste storages within the port, Fuat
Ozbekli said they collected the wastes from vessels through their
own facilities, and that the wastes were than taken by contracted
organizations. Ozbekli underlined that they complied with the
relevant laws and legislation at Akport, adding that they, as a
company established in 1952, had a specific culture established
with respect to environment.

In response to the question as to how the port projects
implemented in the region in the Sea of Marmara would affect
their operations, Fuat Ozbekli said, “‘Ultimately, this is a
commercial investment. If the company conducts good feasibility
studies, they make the investment. At this stage, the opinions of
the Undersecretariat for Maritime Affairs and other public
authorities are obtained, and these should be taken into
consideration. Because the resources are scarce in Turkey, we
need to use them effectively. Shipping is a laborious and costly
business. So, it should be planned very well. B
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da da Tekirdag-Korfez hattinin agiimasini tesvik ettiklerini dile

getiriyor. Bu sekilde, Marmara’nin karayolu trafigi rahatlayacagi
gibi, Dogu-Bati hattinin yapilmasinin da kimyevi madde tasiyan-
larla, ihracat ve ithalat yapanlarin isine yarayacadini ifade eden
Ozbekli, liman olarak Ro-Ro’culari burada calismaya tegvik ettik-
lerini de sozlerine ekliyor.

Akport, Tekirdag Limani‘nda ikinci etap insaat ¢alismasina Kasim
2007’de bagladi ve 2008 sonunda bitirmeyi planliyor. 350 metre
yanasma yeri ve 14 metre su derinligi olan bir rihtim yapilan li-
manda bdylece yaklasik 2 km uzunlugunda, 8 ile 14 draftli kade-
meli gemi yanasma yeri saglanmig olacak. Konuyla ilgili olarak
Ozbekli sbyle diyor: “Yanasan gemilerin ylk cesitliligi fazla oldugu
icin cok yanagma yerimiz ve vincimiz olmali. Yaklasik 1,600,000
ton karisik dékme yik ellecliyoruz. Kisacas! is hacmimiz iyi. Li-
manimizin su andaki kapasitesi 250,000 adet konteyner.”

Limanin iginde atik depolari yaptiklarini ifade eden Ozbekli, atik-
lari gemilerden kendilerinin aldigini ve anlagmali olduklari ku-
rumlarin da gotlrdigind belirtiyor. Bu konuda yasalara ve mev-
zuatlara uygun calistiklarinin altini ¢izen Akport, 1952 yilinda
kurulmug bir kurum olarak gevre konusunda olusmus belli bir kiil-
tirlerinin oldugunu vurguluyor.

Bolgede ve Marmara Denizi‘nde yapilan liman calismalarinin, fa-
aliyetlerini ne yénde etkileyecegi konusunda ise Fuat Bey su ceva-
bi veriyor: “Sonugcta bu ticari bir yatirim. Firma eger fizibilitesini
iyi yapiyorsa yatirimi yapar. Bu asamada Denizcilik Mistesarlig
ve diger kamu kurum kuruluslarindan gériisler aliniyor, bunlarin
dikkate alinmasi gerekir. Tlrkiye’de kit kaynak oldudu icin kay-
naklarin iyi kullaniimasi gerekir. Denizcilik zahmetli ve masrafli
bir is, dolayisiyla iyi planlanmasi lazim.” B
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